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typically their spouses or intimate partners.
Economic violence can take in many forms,
such as in withholding financial resources, con-
trolling spending, and preventing access to ed-
ucation and employment opportunities. The
impact of economic violence can be devastat-
ing, resulting in long-lasting financial and emo-
tional harm to victims. It is a serious issue that
requires greater awareness and attention from
society as a whole.

According to United Nations (2022),
women and girls are frequently abused. Seven
hundred thirty-six million women world-
wide—nearly one in three—have experienced
physical or sexual intimate partner abuse, non-
partner sexual assault, or both (30 percent of
women aged 15 and older). This figure ex-
cludes sexual harassment. Women who have
suffered violence are more prone to depres-
sion, anxiety disorders, unwanted pregnancies,
STDs, HIV, and other health issues that can last
long after the abuse has ended. Current or for-
mer intimate partners commit the bulk of vio-
lence against women. Intimate relationship vi-
olence affects over 640 million women (26 per-
cent of women aged 15 and older).

Further, statistics show that an intimate
partner or husband has physically or sexually
abused about one in four adolescent girls aged
15 to 19. In the previous year, 16% of young
women aged 15-24 had been assaulted. In
2018, one in every seven women claimed hav-
ing been physically or sexually abused by an in-
timate partner or husband (13 percent of
women aged 15 to 49).

Victimization of women is disproportion-
ately prevalent in low-income countries and re-
gions. Thirty-seven percent of women aged 15
to 49 who reside in countries classified as "least
developed" by the SDGs have suffered physical
or sexual violence from a relationship. In recent
year, 22% of women in least developed nations
suffered intimate partner abuse, compared to
13% globally. Every day, a family member mur-
ders 137 women. Around 50,000 of the 87,000
women intentionally killed in 2017 were killed
by intimate partners or family members. In
2017, almost 30,000 women were killed by cur-
rent or former intimate partners. Women make
up about 80% of all intimate partner homicide
victims.

Meanwhile, economic gender-based vio-
lence becomes a global issue. In Colombia, 31
percent of women reported experiencing eco-
nomic abuse by an intimate partner, such as the
partner spending money that is needed for the
home, monitoring their spending, or prohibit-
ing them from working or studying. In Bangla-
desh, 16 percent of men reported committing
acts of economic abuse, including prohibiting a
partner from working or withholding earnings
from a partner for household expenses. In Tan-
zania, two studies found that around 45 per-
cent of women had experienced economic vio-
lence at some point in their lives. Moreover, in
a survey of Hondurans' perceptions of gender-
based violence, Hondurans estimate that five
out of 10 women in their country face economic
violence (Sharp, (2013). While there is increas-
ing momentum behind the notion that the tools
of transitional justice should be marshaled in
response to large-scale human rights atrocities
and physical violence, including murder, rape,
torture, disappearances, and other crimes
against humanity, the proper role of transi-
tional justice concerning economic violence, in-
cluding violations of economic and social
rights, corruption, and plunder of natural re-
sources, is far less specific. Historically, if mass
atrocities and physical violence have been
placed in the transitional justice spotlight, is-
sues of equally devastating economic and social
justice have received little attention.
The marginalization of the economy within the
transitional justice agenda distorts men’s un-
derstanding of conflict and the policies are
thought to be necessary in the wake of conflict.

According to Immanuel et al. (2022), eco-
nomic violence is any act that controls a vic-
tim's ability to acquire, use, and gain resources,
which threatens the victim's economic security.
Further, this type of violence against women
has largely been neglected in most literature
despite intimate partner violence being one of
the more pervasive social problems globally.
Most empirical studies focus on physical, emo-
tional, or sexual abuse, or a combination of
these, necessitating the study of economic vio-
lence, particularly in low- and middle-income
nations such as the Philippines. High-income
countries show a lower lifetime prevalence of
economic violence, given that these countries
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have better-developed protective laws and eco-
nomic ability and rights for women. The analy-
sis of this study only includes weighted obser-
vations of women currently in a union. Results
show that economic violence is strongly associ-
ated with other forms of violence—physical,
emotional, and sexual violence. Measures of so-
cioeconomic inequalities and other explana-
tory variables have shown that having more
children, lower educational attainment, and
having a husband who drinks alcohol are signif-
icantly associated with increasing the odds of
experiencing economic violence. Hence, there
is a need to address the factors that contribute
to economic violence to put a stop to the prev-
alence of economic abuse against women in the
Philippines.

According to Forbes (2023), economic
abuse is a unique and under-reported form of
domestic violence where someone seeks to
control her partner's ability to acquire, use, and
maintain economic resources. That includes
money, economic resources, and financial deci-
sion-making power in the family, but it goes be-
yond financial control. Economic violence in-
cludes interfering with a victim's employment
and educational endeavors, preventing victims
from receiving other forms of income such as
child support, public assistance, or disability
payments, and restricting access to necessities
like food, shelter, bank accounts, or transporta-
tion. Nevertheless, the most common form of
violence is economic exploitation, when the
perpetrators intentionally engage in behaviors
aimed at destroying the victim's financial re-
sources or credit. They may take out a loan in
their partner's name and mismanage it, gamble
jointly earned money, refuse to pay bills, or
steal from them. This leads to extreme financial
insecurity, homelessness in some cases, and
trauma. Economic abuse is often accompanied
by other forms of violence, such as physical,
psychological, and emotional abuse.

Further, global data shows that more than
95 percent of women who experience domestic
violence also experience economic abuse.
Withholding money for food, clothes, and other
necessities has been experienced by 93 percent
of women. The impacts on mental health and
chronic diseases are also well documented.
This form of violence makes it difficult for

women to leave their abusive relationships. It
affects everyone regardless of socio-economic
class, skin color, immigration status, gender,
identity, and race. In Canada, Black, Indigenous,
and people of color are highly impacted be-
cause of other systemic barriers they face.
Economic violence against women differs
by country. According to Ozar & Unver (2021),
economic violence has been experienced by
94% of women who had suffered intimate rela-
tionship violence, 11% of women in Vietnam,
and 13% of women in Lebanon. Seventy-seven
percent of university students who had suf-
fered IPV (physical, sexual, or psychological
abuse) had at least one episode of economic vi-
olence. Numerous countries, including Poland,
Kyrgyzstan, Croatia, and Laos, have been found
to have a high rate of economic violence.
Women exposed to economic violence were
found to be pregnant at a rate of 27% in Ethio-
pia, 52% in Ghana, 10.8% in Spain, and 18.9%
in Italy. In an Australian study, the lifetime
prevalence of economic abuse was determined
to be 11.5 percent. Another study conducted in
Peru found that 22.2% of microentrepreneur
women had been subjected to economic abuse,
and 25% had been pushed to obtain bank loans
against their spouses' wishes. In the Philip-
pines, economic abuse has been reported to oc-
cur at a rate of 1.5 percent (spouse controlling
income or pressuring women to work) to 6.9
percent (husband losing job/income source).
Philippine government's initiative to ad-
dress the issue of violence against women is
Republic Act No. 9262. This Act criminalizes all
forms of abuse and violence against women in
the family and intimate relationships (PSA,
2018). In the Philippines, one in four (15%)
ever-married women aged 15-49 have experi-
enced physical, sexual, or emotional abuse by
their spouse or partner, according to the 2017
National Demographic and Health Survey
(NDHS). One in five women (20%) has experi-
enced emotional, physical, or sexual abuse
from their current or former spouse or partner.
The percentage of women who have experi-
enced physical, sexual or emotional abuse from
their husbands appears to decrease with age.
Women who are divorced, separated, or wid-
owed are more likely than married or cohabit-
ing women to have experienced physical,
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sexual, or emotional abuse from their most
recent partner. In the Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao, only 7% of ever-married
women have been reported to experience
physical, sexual, or emotional abuse by their
last partner, compared to 52% in Caraga.

Spousal violence is when partners in a
marriage hurt each other. The 2017 National
Demographic and Health Survey collected
detailed information on the different types of
violence experienced by women aged 15-49.
Married women were asked about their
current husband or partner's violence, and
formerly married women were asked about
their most recent husband or partner's
violence.

The NDHS 2017 polled nearly 31,000
households and 25,000 women aged 15-49.
The survey ran from August 14 to October 27.
The Diet and Health Survey (NDHS 2017) was
the eleventh since 1968. The Philippines gov-
ernment funded the NDHS 2017. USAID pro-
vided technical assistance and equipment
through ICF's Demographic and Health Surveys
(DHS) program.

When a perpetrator stops the victim from
having access to or knowledge of the victim's fi-
nances or having any financial decision-making
ability, this is known as economic control. Con-
trolling and limiting the victim's access to fi-
nancial resources is one of the most effective
ways to help them. Denying the victim’s access
to necessities such as food, clothing, and pre-
scriptions is considered a form of abuse. Fol-
lowing the victim's financial transactions, with-
holding or concealing money gained in a joint
venture, and preventing the victim from having
access to a bank account are called banking
fraud (Postmus et al,, 2015).

On the other hand, the term "employment
sabotage” refers to activities that impede the
victim from acquiring or keeping employment,
such as forbidding, discouraging, or actively in-
terfering with the victim's employment and ed-
ucational pursuits. Making the victim feel un-
comfortable in his or her place of employment,
preventing the victim from getting other
sources of income such as child support or pub-
lic assistance, and preventing the victim from
receiving disability benefits are examples of
employment sabotage (Sanders, 2015).

In the case of economically exploited
victims, this is defined as when the offender
purposefully participates in behaviors that are
intended to deplete the victim's financial re-
sources or credit score. Stealing money, checks,
or automated teller machine (ATM) cards is an
example of identity theft. Unauthorized access
toor use of a victim's line of credit is prohibited.
Withholding payment on debts, accruing debt
in the victim's or their children's names, and
gambling with money gained in a joint venture
are also forms of identity theft (Littwin, 2012).

With the foregoing discussions, the study
focused on economic violence, which has been
classified as a kind of intimate partner violence.
Economic violence is frequently viewed as
emotional or psychological violence. However,
academics have begun to classify economic vi-
olence as a unique form of violence in recent
years.

The following variables were used in the
study - Economic Abuse (EA), Economic Con-
trol (EC), Employment Sabotage (ES), and Eco-
nomic Exploitation (EE).

Economic abuse comprises a harrowing
constellation of abusive behaviors (Bullock et
al,, 2020), which researchers have described as
among the most powerful methods abusers
have to keep a survivor in a relationship and to
diminish their ability to safely leave (Penzey,
Moog, & Slakoff, 2021).

Economic control, on the other hand, in-
volves perpetrators restricting access to
money, such as by controlling bill payments, re-
fusing to buy women's period products, and
spending money on themselves rather than
providing household resources (Bhandari & Sa-
bri, 2020; Fahmy & Williamson, 2018; Hing et
al., 2022).

Employment sabotage involves such tactics
as sabotaging women's employment; prevent-
ing intimate partners from working, work re-
striction; and harassment or stalking at an (n
ex-) partner's workplace or sabotaging training
or education (Johnson et al,, 2022).

Economic exploitation may involve such
tactics as the fraudulent use of bank accounts
or extending the family mortgage without the
woman's knowledge (Hing et al., 2022). Simi-
larly, Bullock et al. (2020) identified economic
exploitation as enacted through financial or
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other payment systems, often termed 'financial
abuse’, as occurring through such exploitative
behaviors as damaging women's credit rating,
defaulting on car loans, or moving out of the
family home and suddenly not paying rent or
mortgage.

Numerous aspects contribute to economic
violence against women. Women with a lower
level of education have been found to be more
likely to suffer economic abuse. In contrast to
these findings, another study discovered that
women with additional school years are as
likely to experience economic violence. Eco-
nomic violence is also influenced by the educa-
tion level of one's partner. Economic abuse is
associated with disparities in education be-
tween the woman and her husband/partner.

Although there have been studies con-
ducted on economic violence in the Philippines,
the government's actions to combat it remain
largely unknown. It is crucial to recognize the
impact of economic violence on society, partic-
ularly on women, and to take measures to pre-
vent it.

Utilizing the insights from these studies, the
government can enhance its efforts to safe-
guard against economic violence, with a special
focus on women. This will promote fairness
and empower women to achieve greater eco-
nomic independence, thereby strengthening
the nation by preventing women from falling
prey to economic violence and enabling them
to contribute more effectively to family and na-
tion-building.

Conceptual Framework of the Study

The study used the Input-Process-Output
(IPO) theoretical framework to evaluate the ex-
tent of economic violence against women in the
National Capital Region. It aimed to answer the
following questions: to what degree do women
face economic violence?, Is there a significant
difference in the response among the three
groups of respondents?, What issues arise
when economic violence against women occurs
in the National Capital Region based on the

variables indicated in problem number 2?, and
Is there a significant difference in respondents'
assessments of the severity of the problem of
economic violence against women in the Na-
tional Capital Region in terms of Economic
Abuse (EA), Economic Control (EC), Employ-
ment Sabotage (ES), and Economic Exploitation
(EE)2.To conduct the research, the following
procedures were employed: First, the re-
searcher analyzed relevant documents to iden-
tify the issues and concerns that would de im-
portant to the study. Next, the researcher ob-
tained permission and approval from the ap-
propriate authorities to conduct the study.

The researcher complied with all the re-
quirements set by the Institutional Ethics Re-
view Committee (IERC) of De La Salle Univer-
sity-Dasmarifias, which included the edited re-
search proposal, informed consent form, inter-
view guide questions, and self-made question-
naire. The researcher sought approval from the
Ethics Committee for the use of instruments, ei-
ther personally or online. Finally, interpreta-
tion and analysis of data were conducted to
provide findings, conclusions, and suggestions.

Statement of the Problem
The study was conducted to describe the

state of economic violence against women in

the National Capital Region. The study specifi-
cally sought answers for the following ques-
tions:

1. To what extent do women face economic
violence based on the following:

1.1 economic abuse (EA),

1.2 economic control (EC),

1.3 employment sabotage (ES), and
1.4 economic exploitation (EE)?

2. Is there a significant difference in the re-
sponses among the three groups of re-
spondents?

3.  Whatissues arise when economic violence
against women occurs in the National Cap-
ital Region based on the variables indi-
cated in Problem No. 1?

4. What program can be proposed based on
the result of the study?
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Figure 1. Paradigm of the Study

Hypothesis

There is no significant difference in the re-
sponses among the three groups of respond-
ents.

Scope and Limitation of the Study

The study was limited to instances of
economic aggression directed towards women
in the National Capital Region (NCR). Economic
violence jeopardizes the economic security and
self-sufficiency prospects of women. Economic
exploitation can be used to manage, rule, and
control an individual in order to create
financial exploitation or reliance. Economic vi-
olence is motivated by a desire to control the
victim.

[t occurs when the victim has complete con-
trol over his or her finances. Financially, the
abuser has entire power over the victim. As a
result, women become completely reliant on
their male partners to fulfill their basic needs
and desires.

The respondents to this survey included
government agencies charged with protecting
victims of gender-based violence (SSS-60),
non-governmental organizations campaigning
for women empowerment (LGUs-90), and

private sectors of gender-based violence (In-
nerwheel-30).

The study examined economic violence
against women between 2018 and 2021. This
investigation was completed June 2023.

Research Methodology

This section provides an explanation of the
methodology used in this study. This also in-
cludes a thorough explanation of the style of
analysis that was chosen and the data gathering
approach that was used.

Research Design

The research used a descriptive-correla-
tional design, suitable for discovering correla-
tions among variables without manipulation. A
questionnaire functioned as the principal in-
strument for data collection, facilitating the ef-
ficient acquisition of quantitative data from a
wide sample. Subsequent to data collection, re-
plies were compiled and analyzed with the aid
of a statistician. The data arrangement adhered
to the framework established in the Statement
of the Problem to guarantee coherence be-
tween the data and study goals.
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To corroborate and enhance the question-
naire results, interviews were performed with
three principal informants. The interviews of-
fered qualitative insights that enhanced the
study.

To maintain secrecy, interview participants
were assigned codes: H1 (Head 1), H2 (Head 2),
and H3 (Head 3). Their replies were docu-
mented and used to substantiate and contextu-
alize the quantitative findings. The study was
enhanced by incorporating ideas from perti-
nent literature, so reinforcing the results
within the context of previous research.

Respondents of the Study

The study was conducted to investigate the
cases of economic violence against women in
the Philippines. Three groups of respondents
were utilized to answer the questionnaire cre-
ated by the researcher - Inner Wheel Clubs of
the Philippines’ (Inner wheel) members from
Districts 378 and 380, who are champions for
women's empowerment from various cities in
the National Capital Region; personnel imple-
mentors of gender and development from the
Philippine Social Security System 60; and Local
Government Units (LGUs) 90 from the three
largest cities in the National Capital Region re-
sponsible for implementing the Magna Carta
Law of Women in Quezon City, Manila, and
Caloocan City.

Samples and Sampling Technique

The study encompassed three distinct
groups of respondents: the Inner Wheel Club,
the Philippine Social Security System (SSS), and
selected Local Government Units (LGUs). To ef-
fectively address the unique characteristics
and accessibility of each group, different sam-
pling techniques were employed.

Table 1 Respondents’ Profile as to Age

Respondents from the Inner Wheel Club
were selected from Districts 378 and 380
through complete enumeration. Similarly, sixty
(60) SSS personnel tasked with the implemen-
tation of Gender and Development (GAD) pro-
grams at the SSS Main Office were included
through the same method. Complete enumera-
tion—also referred to as total enumeration or
census—is a purposive sampling technique in
which all members of a target group possessing
specific characteristics are included in the
study. This approach was deemed appropriate
given the manageable size and direct relevance
of these populations to the research objectives.

For the LGU respondents, a sample size of

ninety (90) was determined, drawn from em-
ployees of the three largest cities in Metro Ma-
nila. The Raosoft formula was applied to calcu-
late the appropriate sample size based on the
total LGU employee population. Following this,
convenience sampling was used to select par-
ticipants. This non-probability sampling
method was chosen due to time constraints and
limited access, allowing the researcher to en-
gage respondents who were readily available
and willing to participate within the designated
offices.
The qualitative component of the study in-
volved interviews with the heads of each re-
spondent group. These key informants were
purposively selected based on their leadership
roles and familiarity with institutional prac-
tices related to gender and economic abuse. To
ensure confidentiality, interviewees were as-
signed codes: H1 for Head 1 (Inner Wheel), H2
for Head 2 (SSS), and H3 for Head 3 (LGU).
Their responses were transcribed and incorpo-
rated into the data analysis to validate and en-
rich the quantitative findings.

INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
AGE F % F % F % F %
41 - 50 years old 7 2333% 20 3333% 43 47.78% 70 38.89%
21-30years old 9 30.00% 15 25.00% 21 23.33% 45 25.00%
31-40years old 6 2000% 14 2333% 18 20.00% 38 21.11%
51 years old & above 8 26.67% 11  18.33% 8 8.89% 27 15.00%
Total 30 100% 60 100% 90 100% 180 100.00%

Legend: F = Frequency % = Percentage
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Table 1 presents the respondent's profile as
to age, wherein the age group 41 to 50 years old
with a frequency of 70 and 38.89 percent has
the highest responses. It is followed by 21 to 30
years old with a frequency of 45 and a 25.00
percentage, 31 to 40 years old with a frequency
of 21.11 percent, and 51 years old and above
with a frequency of 27and a 15 percent. Upon
analyzing the profile of the respondents based
on their age, age group ranging from 41 to 50
years has the highest number of responses.

Table 2 Respondents’ Profile as to Income

This indicates that the respondents have a
relatively higher level of understanding and
experience on violence against women. It is
reasonable to infer that the data at hand
suggests that the older demographic displays a
greater level of understanding and experience
on violence against women. As a result, it is
reasonable to conclude that respondents who
are older are said to have more experience in
relation to economic violence.

INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL

ANNUAL INCOME = % = % . % = %
250,000 and below 3 10.00% 18 20.00% 25 27.78% 46 26%
400,001 - 600,000 8 26.67% 17 18.89% 17 18.89% 42 23%
250, 001 - 4000,000 3 10.00% 16 17.78% 17 18.89% 36 20%
600,001 - 800,0000 8 2667% 7 7.78% 21 2333% 36 20%
800,001 - 1,000,000 7 2333% 2 222% 10 11.11% 19 11%
1,000,000 & above 1 3.33% 0 000% 0 0.00% 1 1%
Total 30 100% 60 67% 90 100% 180  100%

Legend: F = Frequency % = Percentage

The table presents the demographic profile
of the respondents as to income. Mostly, Inner
Wheel members fell their income from 400,000

Table 3 Respondents’ Profile as to Civil Status

to 800,000 (26.67%) while SSS and LGU with
250,000 (30% & 27.78%), respectively.

INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
CIVIL STATUS
F % F % F % F %
Single (Common Law) 6 20.00% 21 35.00% 43 47.78% 70 39%
Married 11 36.67% 18 30.00% 34 37.78% 63 35%
Separated 10 33.33% 19 31.67% 12 13.33% 41 23%
Widow/Widower 3 10.00% 2 3.33% 1 1.11% 6 3%
Total 30 100% 60 100% 90 100% 180 100%

Legend: F=Frequency % = Percentage

The table presents the demographic profile
of the respondents as to civil status. Most of
them are married and separated from the Inner
Wheel Club (36.67% & 33.33%) while

separated and married from SSS (31.67% &
30%) and single and married from LGU
(47.78% & 37.78%).
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Table 4 Respondents’ Profile as to Educational Status

INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
EDUCATIONAL STATUS

F % F % F % F %
Basic Education (Primary/Secondary) 9 30.00% 17 28.33% 27 30.00% 53 29%
Undergraduate 11 36.67% 16 26.67% 25 27.78% 52 29%
College Graduate 8 26.67% 14 23.33% 35 38.89% 57 32%
Post Graduate Level 1 3.33% 8 1333% 2 2.22% 11 6%
Others: Technical Skill, Vocational etc. 1 3.33% 5 8.33% 1.11% 7 4%
Total 30 100.00% 60 100.00% 90 100.00% 180 100.00%

Legend: F = Frequency % = Percentage

The table presents the demographic profile
of the respondents as to educational status.
Most of them are undergraduates from Inner

Wheel Club (36.67%) while primary and sec-
ondary graduates from SSS (28.33%) and col-
lege graduate from LGU (38.89%).

Table 5 Respondents’ Profile as to Source of Income

INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
SOURCE OF INCOME
F % F % F % F %
Employee (Gov't/Non-Gov't/Private) 8 26.67% 60 100.00% 32  3556% 100 56%
Business Owner (Micro/Small/Medium) 7 23.33% 0 0.00% 39 43.33% 46 26%
Dependence (Husband/Parents/Others) 15  50.00% 0 0.00% 19  21.11% 34 19%
Total 30 100.00% 60 100.00% 90 100.00% 180  100.00%

Legend: F = Frequency % = Percentage

The table presents the demographic profile
of the respondents as to source of income. Most
of them are dependent from Inner Wheel Club
(50%), all employee from SSS (100%), and
business owners from LGU (50%).

Research Instrument and Validation

This researcher's primary research tool
was a self-designed questionnaire. The ques-
tionnaire contained four sections. Likewise, the
study employed customized interview guide
question. These two instruments were vali-
dated by the district head of the Inner Wheel
Club, the focal point of the gender and develop-
ment program of SSS, and the focal point of the
gender and development program of the LGU.

Procedures in Data Gathering

Initially, the researcher looked and ana-
lyzed documents to figure out the issues and
concerns that would be important in the study.
The goal was to sort out and identify the
different sources of secondary data, such as
books, guidelines, journals, websites, and other
documents related to the topic.

Next, the researcher obtained permis-
sion/approval from the appropriate authori-
ties to perform the study.

Likewise, the researcher followed all the re-
quirements set by De La Salle University-
Dasmarifias' Institutional Ethics Review Com-
mittee (IERC) - edited research proposal, in-
formed consent form, and the tools to be used -
as mandatory requirements to gain ethics ap-
proval. Because of the current pandemic, the
researcher floated and retrieved the instru-
ments either personally or online. After retriev-
ing the data, he sent it to his Statistician for
treatment.

Data Analysis

The data taken from all the respondents
were statistically treated, with the assistance of
her statistician, and converted into percent-
ages. Then, the data were presented in tables
for easy analysis and interpretation according
to the research questions posed in the study.

Statistical Treatment of Data
The following statistical tools were used in
the treatment of data:
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1. Weighted Mean.

Average weighted mean (AWM) was used
to determine the central tendency in relation to
the investigation of the respondents on issues
being discussed in the study. Average weighted
mean refers to the accumulated responses
which determine the corresponding weight us-
ing the formula below:

Where: WM = Weighted Mean
Summation Sign
Frequency obtained from the number of

responses

Weight of each value of the scale

2. Numerical and Adjectival Rating.
The researcher utilized four-point rating
scale in rating the responses of the three (3)

2 fx groups of respondents.
WM = weeeeeeeemeeeeeee For the respondents’ assessment on the
state of economic violence against women in
N The National Capital Region in terms of eco-
nomic abuse (EA), economic control (EC), em-
ployment sabotage (ES), and economic exploi-
tation (EE).
For SOP # 1
Sk Interpretation Description
Ranges
3.26 - 4.00 Extremely Concerned (EC)  This means that economic abuse is done to extreme level.
2.51-3.25 Moderately Concerned (MC) This means that economic abuse is done to moderate level.
1.76 - 2.50 Slightly Concerned (SC) This means that economic abuse is done to slightly level.
1.00 - 1.75 Not At All Concerned (NC) This means that economic abuse is done without concern.
For SOP # 3
Rl\:ﬁigl:s Interpretation Description
3.26 - 4.00 Very Serious (VS)  This means that the problem affects economic abuse to very serious level
2.51-3.25 Serious (S) This means that the problem affects economic abuse to serious level.
1.76 - 2.50 Least Serious (LS) This means that the problem affects economic abuse to least serious level.
1.00 - 1.75 Not Serious (NS)  This means that the problem does not affect the economic abuse of the pro-

grams and services.

3.0ne-Way ANOVA

A one-way ANOVA (Analysis of Variance)
compares the means of three or more
independent groups to determine if there is a
statistically significant difference between the
corresponding population means (Zach, 2018).

One-Way ANOVA: The Process

A one-way ANOVA uses the following null
and alternative hypotheses:

HO (null hypothesis): pl =p2 =p3 = ...=pk
(all the population means are equal)

H1 (alternative hypothesis): at least one
population mean is different from the rest.

Source Sum of Squares df Mean Squares F ]
(S5) (MS)
Treatment SSR df, MSR MSR/MSE  Fg.
df.
Error SSE dfe MSE
Total SST dfe
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where:

SSR: Regression Sum of Squares

SSE:  Error Sum of Squares

SST: Total Sum of Squares (SST = SSR + SSE)

Dfr: regression degrees of freedom (dfr = k-1)

Dfe: error degrees of freedom (dfe = n-k)

Dft: total degrees of freedom (dft = n-1)

K: total number of groups

N: total observations

MSR: Regression Mean Square (MSR = SSR/dfr)

MSE: Error Mean Square (MSE = SSE/dfe)
F: F test statistic (F = MSR/MSE)
P : p-value that corresponds to Fdfr, dfe

Results and Discussions
This chapter presents the discussion, inter-
pretation, and analysis of data.

1. To what extent do women face economic vi-
olence?

Table 6 Respondents’ Assessment on the State of Economic Violence against Women in terms of Eco-

nomic Abuse
INNER WHEEL sSss LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM VI WM VI WM VI WM VI RANK
1. Making it difficult for you to
manage women’s own business or 3.53 EC 3.72 EC 3.06 MC 3.44 EC 1
to put up own business
2. Making it difficult for you to keep a
job by destroying day -care,
transportation, and other 3.33 EC 3.1 MC 3.13 MC 3.19 MC 2
arrangements.
3. Working against women’s will and
refusing to work; not engaging you
in family financial decisions; and 3.2 MC 3.13 MC 3.19 MC 3.17 mC 3.5
more.
4. Forcing you to seek financial 3.4 EC 307 MC 304 MC 317 MC 35
assistance
5. Denying you access to the family's 3.23 MC  3.18 MC 307 MC 316 MC 5
financial resources
6. "Ij'gklng women’s money is what we 317 MC 203 MC 302 MC 304 MC 6
Average Weighted Mean 3.31 EC 3.19 MC 3.09 MC 3.19 MC

Table 6 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the state of economic violence against
women in terms of Economic Abuse. Based on
the scores obtained, an overall mean of 3.19
was marked as "Moderately Concerned". This
means that it is more difficult for women to
launch or maintain a business because main-
taining a job requires time and energy, which
can interfere with other plans, such as child-
care or transportation.

The indicator that received the highest as-
sessment was Making it difficult for women to
manage women’s own business or to put up
own business. This obtained a weighted mean
of 3.53, corresponding to “Extremely Con-
cerned” verbal interpretation, and ranked first.

This result unequivocally validates H1's re-
sponse during the interview, saying One way
that may be applied in order to establish the ex-
tent to which women are disproportionately
damaged by economic violence is to study the
constraints that it imposes on their capacity to
initiate or operate their own enterprises. This
is one of the methods that can be utilized. Con-
sequently, women are put in a position where
they must contend with a particularly formida-
ble challenge.

The research demonstrates that economic
abuse, which is a type of gender-based violence,
has a greater impact on women compared to
men. It involves the deliberate manipulation or
exertion of control over a woman's financial
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assets with the aim of imposing restrictions on
her. One way to measure the level of gender in-
equality resulting from economic violence is to
analyze the constraints it imposes on women's
capacity to create and manage their own enter-
prises. This signifies a solitary strategy that
might be utilized to advocate for the advance-
ment of women's rights. Therefore, women en-
counter a particularly difficult obstacle in their
efforts to achieve gender equality.

According to Canadian Center for Women's
Empowerment (2023), the impact of economic
abuse on a victim’s financial security can be
long-lasting. It doesn’t end when the relation-
ship does. It prevents recovery and becoming
independent. Interference with education and
employment can make it difficult to find or
keep a job. After separation, an abuser may use
family law and child support to control and
damage a victim’s financial security and inde-
pendence. Victims may also be left responsible
for debts built up by their ex-partner, making it
hard to get home, get a loan for a car, and meet
day-to-day costs.

On the other hand, the indicator that got the
lowest score wasTaking women’s money is
what we do, obtaining a weighted mean of 3.04
and verbal interpretation of "Moderately Con-
cerned”. It ranked fifth and the last among the
indicators.

The primary objective of the ongoing re-
search is to safeguard women against economic
exploitation and ensure their equitable access
to financial resources. The research project's
main purpose is to achieve this. This purpose is
consistently reinforced in every aspect of the
study, from beginning to end. Filipinos’ activity
involves illicitly acquiring funds from female
individuals.

In relation to this, Johnson et al. (2022) con-
ducted a study entitled “Fragile Families and
Child Wellbeing Study” to measure economic
abuse using two items: They found that men try
to prevent women from going to work and/or
school, withhold money, ask for money, or take
money. Another study used measures from the
United Nations Multi-Country Study, which in-
cluded four economic abuse tactics: preventing
women from earning money, taking her money,
throwing her out of the home, and spending
money on alcohol, tobacco, or himself when it
is needed for the household. Another study
used the World Health Organization Violence
Against Women instrument, which included
three economic abuse items translated into
Swahili. The said study either did not use a val-
idated scale or did not indicate how economic
abuse was measured.

Table 7 Respondents’ Assessment on the State of Economic Violence against Women in terms of Eco-

nomic Control

INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM VI WM Vi WM Vi WM \Y| RANK
1. Providing false information
regarding shared possessions and 3.00 MC 3.72 EC 3.06 MC 3.26 EC 1
assets
2. Withholding or concealing money
that is gained in a joint venture. 3.00 mc 2.97 mc 3.08 MC 3.02 MC 2
3. The victim's bank account is
barred from being accessed by the 3.03 MC 2.92 MC 3.08 MC 3.01 MC 3
perpetrator.
4. Making it impossible for women to
obtain basic necessities, such as 2.87 MC 2.92 MC 3.19 MC 2.99 MC 4
food, clothing, and/or medications
5. Controlling and limiting women’s
access to financial resources are 2.90 MC 2.87 MC 3.18 MC 2.98 MC 5
two important objectives.
6. Keeplng_ track of women’s financial 277 MC 283 MC 3.07 MC 289 MC 6
transactions
Average Weighted Mean 2.93 MC 3.04 MC 311 MC 3.03 MC

Table 7 presents respondents’ assessment
on the state of economic violence against
women in terms of economic control. Based on
the scores obtained, an overall mean of 3.03

was marked as "Moderately Concerned.” Exam-
ining the respondents’ economic power over
the extent of economic violence against
women, women frequently provide false
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information about assets and shared
possessions; conceal or withhold money
earned from a joint venture; and prevent the
perpetrator from accessing the victim's bank
account, making it difficult for women to obtain
necessities such as food, clothing, and/or
medication, controlling and restricting
women’s cess to financial resources,
and monitoring women’s financial transac-
tions.

Indicator Providing false information re-
garding shared possessions and assets ob-
tained a weighted mean of 3.26, corresponding
to “Extremely Concerned” verbal interpreta-
tion, and ranked first. This result undeniably
confirms the accuracy of H2's response given
during the interview, noting It is clear that
women are subjected to a significant amount of
economic abuse, as evidenced by the dissemi-
nation of misleading information concerning
assets and other things that are owned jointly.
Domestic violence and sexual assault are two
examples of this type of victimization. Preva-
lence of women's substantial economic exploi-
tation is evident as misleading information on
their rights to jointly owned assets and other
relevant topics is widely spread. Sexual assault
and domestic violence are two types of gender-
based violence that have greater impact on
women compared to men.

In relation to this, Christy (2020) con-
ducted a study and found that financial hard-
ships that women often face, along with their
children, are all-encompassing and can seem
insurmountable. Notwithstanding public bene-
fits, women and their children are often left out
in the cold. When a woman leaves the relation-
ship, she is left until the benefits are trans-
ferred over, but there is a period of time where
she is not left with anything.

Lack of financial resources not only effects
service users’ ability to survive from day-to-
day but also impacts and restricts them legally
when women are perceived as having income

and/or assets. As one interviewee explained,
So, you can’t even get legal aid because they
think you have money. A lot of time, there’s no
equity in the property anyway. They go for
legal aid, and they might try to put something
against the house and find there’s nothing in it.
Even if a survivor has financial resources, ac-
cessing them may put her in danger. The inter-
viewee furthered, you can’t even go and put
your card into an ATM because that’s going to
track where you're living potentially.

On the other hand, indicator Keeping track
of women’s financial transactions do, obtaining
a weighted mean of 2.89 with verbal interpre-
tation of "Moderately Concerned”, ranked the
lowest.

The findings of the study show the neces-
sity of periodically monitoring the financial ac-
tions of women in order to promote the protec-
tion of their rights and the enhancement of
their capacity to make decisions for them-
selves. The entirety of the financial transac-
tions that are connected to women must be
documented and maintained in a record.

Along this line of thought, the study of
Sholevar (2020) found that British women
have a higher level of financial literacy, are
characterized by a lower level of financial nu-
meracy and financial confidence, have less ten-
dency for securing the old age, and are less in-
terested in getting financial advice. It can be de-
duced from the study that level of engagement
with money and spending self-control is higher
among women, which leads to wiser financial
behavior such as keeping track, managing
credit use, and adjusting spending. All of these
would increase financial resilience in the long
term. Hence, same in Japan, female residents of
the United Kingdom are savvier as regards to
financial behavior. Outcomes from the financial
literacy assessment conducted by OECD in
2012 and 2016 manifest a huge gap in financial
knowledge among men and women.
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Table 8 Respondents’ Assessment on the State of Economic Violence against Women in terms of Eco-

nomic Sabotage
INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM VI WM VI WM VI WM Vi RANK
1. Women's employment and/or
educational endeavors  are -, g MC 347 EC 312 MC 326 EC 1
prohibited, discouraged, or actively
interfered.
2. Harassing woman in her place of
employment is a form of workplace 2.80 MC 3.53 EC 3.10 MC 3.02 MC 2
harassment.
3. Affecting women’s capacity to
receive other_sources of income 267 MC 365 EC 316 MC 301 MC 3
such as child support, public
assistance, or disability payments
Average Weighted Mean 2.67 MC 3.55 EC 3.13 MC 310 MC

Table 8 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the state of economic violence against
women in terms of economic sabotage. Based
on the scores obtained, an overall mean of 3.10
was marked "Moderately Concerned.” The re-
sult simply means that women’s employment
and/or educational endeavors are prohibited,
discouraged, or actively interfered. Harassing
women at workplace is a type of workplace
harassment, which affects their ability to re-
ceive other sources ofincome such as child sup-
port, public assistance, or disability payments.

Indicator Women’s employment and/or ed-
ucational endeavors are prohibited, discour-
aged, or actively interfered received the highest
weighted mean of 3.26, corresponding to the
verbal meaning of “Extremely Concerned”. It
got the highest rank. This result undeniably
confirms the accuracy of H3's response given
during the interview, verbalizing In relation to
economic violence against women, we examine
the circumstance in which women are pre-
vented from seeking educational and employ-
ment possibilities, discouraged from doing so,
or interfered with in their pursuit of these op-
portunities. This is an example of economic vi-
olence against women. The study reveals pro-
motion of the economic empowerment of
women to exemplify the notion of gender
equality and envision a situation where women
are empowered, incentivized, and unhindered
in their pursuits to obtain work and enroll in
educational establishments. This illustrates the
presence of economic inequality towards

women, which constitutes a violation of wom-
en's rights.

Taking into consideration the study of
Green (2023), it found that, regardless of the
employment status of the victim, the partici-
pants still blamed the victim, minimized the
abuse, and excused the perpetrator. This find-
ing could indicate that, regardless of the efforts
put forth by economic abuse victims (e.g, try-
ing to work, being unhappy not working, beg-
ging the perpetrator to let them work), the par-
ticipants may still find the victim at fault and ul-
timately agree with the perpetrator. In one re-
cent research study, researchers found no sig-
nificant effects for scenario manipulations re-
lated to another form of IPV (Green & Yama-
waki, 2021). Therefore, it is not uncommon to
find null results based on scenario manipula-
tions. However, due to the lack of previous re-
searchers examining the employment status of
victims, there is a need to examine various sit-
uations in which victims are blamed more than
perpetrators. Indeed, differences in situations
of blame, for example, may be due to attitudes
(e.g, belief in a just world) instead of the situa-
tions manipulated within scenarios. Hence, fu-
ture researchers should examine not only sce-
nario manipulations but also the preexisting at-
titudes that are held by the participants.

On the other hand, indicator Affecting
women’s capacity to receive other sources of
income such as child support, public assistance,
or disability payments obtained a weighted
mean of 3.01, which corresponds to verbal
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interpretation of "Moderately Concerned".
Therefore, it ranked the third and last.

By and large, the study highlights the im-
portance of women's rights to have equal ac-
cess to various forms of financial assistance,
such as child support, public assistance, and
disability payments. This underscores the need
for women to have fair and unrestricted access
to financial aid. The acquisition of financial aid
entails several benefits, such as impacting
women's capacity to acquire supplementary
sources of income, child support, public assis-
tance, or disability insurance payments.

In a related study by Kaittila et al. (2022), it
was found that one of the most documented
forms of postseparation abuse is by withhold-
ing resources. This type of violence is also high-
lighted in the current study. Withholding re-

sources means refusing to divide assets, with-
holding women's possessions postseparation,
refusing to pay one's share of bills or pur-
chases, delaying divorce, and refusing to leave
apartments. Importantly, divorce and family
law practices have enabled PSEA against
women (Natalier, 2018). For example, the sys-
tem allows men to prolong the divorce process
and “play” with child support. As child support
often evolves in the private sphere (Skinner et
al,, 2007), controlling practices are well hidden
and involvement of support services may not
be obvious while absence of formal legislation
may exacerbate this. These situations can cause
substantial financial harm for women and their
children as child support compliance is a
problem in many countries (Hakovirta & Me-
sidislehto, 2022).

Table 9 Respondents’ Assessment on the State of Economic Violence against Women in terms of Eco-

nomic Exploitation
i INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM \Y| WM Vi WM VI WM Vi RANK

1. Taking women’s money, cheques,

or automated teller machine (ATM) 3.33 EC 3.10 MC 3.13 MC 319 MC 1

cards
2. Unauthorized access to or use of

women’s line of credit is 3.20 MC 3.13 MC 3.19 MC 3.17 MC 25

prohibited.
3. Srirlf;’"”g brought in money for the 5 44 EC 307 MC 304 MC 317 MC 25
4. Not paying bills or accruing debt in

women’s name or women’s 3.23 MC 3.18 MC 3.07 MC 316 MC 4

children's names

Average Weighted Mean 3.29 EC 3.12 MC 3.11 MC 3.17 MC

Table 9 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the state of economic violence against
women in terms of Economic Exploitation.
Based on the scores obtained, an overall mean
of 3.17 was marked as "Moderately Con-
cerned". The result simply means that women
are prohibited to gamble in order to raise funds
for the family without paying bills or accumu-
lating debt in their own or their children's
names. This involves stealing women’s money,
checks, or ATM cards, as well as gaining unau-
thorized access to or use of women'’s credit line.

Indicator Taking women’s money, cheques,
or automated teller machine (ATM) card re-
ceived a weighted mean of 3.19, which corre-
sponds to verbal interpretation of “Moderately

Concerned”. Hence, it placed in the highest
rank. The result undeniably confirms the verac-
ity of H4's response given during the interview,
saying One could conclude that a person does
not care about the financial well-being of
women if they take cash, checks, or utilize au-
tomated teller machines (ATMs) from female
customers. This could be interpreted as a sign
that men do not care about the financial well-
being of women. This could also mean lack of
appreciation for women’s rights to control and
utilize their own funds, such as through ATMs,
cash, and checks. This behavior also implies
that men do not prioritize the importance of
women's rights.
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On the other hand, indicator Not paying
bills or accruing debt in women’s name or
women’s children's names obtained a weighted
mean of 3.16, which corresponds to the verbal
interpretation of "Moderately Concerned".
Hence, it ranked the lowest.

In relation to this, a study specifically exam-
ined an issue of economic exploitation related
the use of women's or their children's identities
to evade financial obligations or accumulate
debt, which is a violation of women's rights.
The study found that this constitutes a breach
of women's rights. In order to raise awareness
on economic exploitation, action has to be
taken with the intention of achieving the in-
tended outcome. Failure to make payments or
accumulate debt is a grave violation, particu-
larly when it pertains to women or their de-
scendants.

Another study was conducted by Boateng et
al. (2022) and found that economic abuse is a
common experience for Ghanaian women.
Women experience economic exploitation,
deprivation, and sabotage. While some women
have their employment sabotaged by their
male partners, others experience financial ex-
tortion by their partners. Husbands’ extramar-
ital affairs, lack of interest in the family or apa-
thy, alcohol use, jealousy, and some socio-cul-
tural factors are major causes of these types of
abuse. Hence, the said study concludes that pol-
icymakers need to implement programs that
educate women on the causes of economic
abuse and empower them to be economically
and financially self-sufficient.

2. Is there a significant difference in the re-
sponses among the three groups of respond-
ents?

Table 10 Test of Significant Difference on the Perceived Extent of Economic Violence as to Economic

Abuse
Groups Mean Standard Deviation F-ratio p-value Interpretation
Inner Wheel  3.31 0.72
SSS 3.19 0.80 0.84 0.434  Not Significant
LGU 3.09 0.89

The result shows that the three groups
were similar in their assessment on economic
abuse against women as reflected from the
computed F-ratio of 0.84 with p-value of 0.434.
Hence, there was no significant difference
onthe assessment of the respondents.
Therefore, the null hypothesis was accepted.

It is evident that all three groups held simi-
lar views regarding the prevalence of economic
violence against women as to economic abuse.
There was no significant difference in their re-
sponses. They all agreed that creating obstacles
for women in managing their own business or
starting their own business is a form of eco-
nomic violence.

Table 11 Test of Significant Difference on the Perceived Extent of Economic Violence as to Economic

Control
Groups Mean Standard Deviation  F-ratio p-value Interpretation
Inner Wheel ~ 2.93 1.04
SSS 3.04 0.93 0.441  0.644  Not Significant
LGU 311 0.88
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Table 12 Test of Significant Comparisons on the Perceived Extent of Economic Violence as to Eco-

nomic Sabotage
Groups Mean Standard Deviation F-ratio p-value Interpretation
Innerwheel 2.67 1.17
SSS 3.55 0.52 12.739  0.000 Significant
LGU 3.13 0.80

The data shows that the three groups were
statistically the same in their assessment as
reflected from the computed F-ratio of 0.441
with p-value of 0.644. Hence, there was no
signifcant difference in the assessment among
the respondents. Therefore, the null hypothesis
was accepted.

All the three groups of respondents unani-
mously agreed that economic control against
women is a significant issue. They believe that
providing false information about shared pos-
sessions and assets is a tactic used to control
women economically. Therefore, they see no
difference between these tactics and view them
as equally harmful.

The table shows that the three groups dif-
fered in their assessment on economic abuse
against women as reflected from the computed
F-ratio of 12.739 with p-value of 0.000. Hence,
there was a significant difference in the assess-
ment of the respondents. Therefore, the null
hypothesis was rejected.

Therefore, it may be inferred that the three
groups of respondents gave similar assessment
on the economic mistreatment of women in
terms of economic sabotage. Thie means that
women's participation in employment and ed-
ucation is either forbidden, discouraged, or de-
liberately obstructed as a form of economic
sabotage

Table 13 Test of Significant Comparisons on the Perceived Extent of Economic Violence as to Eco-

nomic Exploitation
Groups Mean Standard Deviation F-ratio p-value Interpretation
Innerwheel 3.29 0.74
SSS 3.12 0.81 0.572 0.566 Not Significant
LGU 3.11 0.86
Table 14 Test of Multiple Comparisons Using Tukey HSD
Groups Mean Difference p-value Interpretation
Inner Wheel vs SSS 0.88 0.000 Significant
Inner Wheel vs LGU 0.46 0.019 Significant
SSSvs LGU -0.42 0.005 Significant

The table shows that the three groups were
statistically the same in their assessment on
economic control against women as reflected
from the computed F-ratio of 0.572 with p-
value of 0.566. Hence, there was no significant
difference in their assessment. Therefore, the
null hypothesis was accepted.

Therefore, the survey result suggests that
all the three groups of respondents see eco-
nomic violence to be synonymous with

economic exploitation. Economic exploitation
refers to the act of taking women's money,
cheques, or automated teller machine (ATM)
cards for personal gain.

The table shows that there was a significant
difference in the assessment among the three-
groups of respondents in relation to economic
sabotage, as reflected by the F-ratio of 12.739
with p-value of 0.000. By multiple comparisons
test, it was found that Inner Wheel had
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significantly higher assessment of severity than
SSS as shown by the p-value of 0.000. Similarly,
Inner Wheel also had significantly higher as-
sessment of severity compared to LGU as re-
flected from the p-value of 0.019. On the other
hand, SSS had significantly lower assessment of
severity compared to LGU as evident from the
mean difference of -0.42 with p-value of 0.005.
Therefore, there was significant difference that
the null hypothesis was accepted.

The results of the study revealed significant
difference in the severity of the assessment
related to economic sabotage among the three
groups of respondents. Upon conducting multi-
ple comparisons test, it was found that Inner
Wheel had a significantly higher severity of as-
sessment compared to both SSS and LGU. On
the other hand, SSS had a significantly lower
severity of assessment compared to LGU.
Hence, these findings suggest that the three
groups of respondents had varying experiences
of economic abuses. With this, the study's im-
plications are significant and can contribute to
the existing body of knowledge on the subject.
However, it would be beneficial to support the
discussion with related studies or a theory to
provide better explanation of the observed sig-
nificant difference.

Economic abuse has been coined as a gen-
dered issue that predominantly impacts

women (Postmus et al,, 2020). As such, there is
a need for researchers to examine the attitudes
that outsiders have on economic abuse victims
within both heterosexual and homosexual da-
ting, cohabitating, and married relationships in
which women are the victims to understand
how economic abuse is perceived (e.g., blaming
the economic abuse victim). Moreover, there is
also a need to examine individuals’ attitudes to-
ward men victims of economic abuse since men
are also victims of IPV in general. As the topic
of attitudes about economic abuse receives
more empirical attention, it will be important
to understand the implications of this research
in minority groups to examine differences in at-
titudes based both on the perpetrator’s and the
victim’s gender and races. Victims of many
types of abuse (e.g., economic, physical, psy-
chological, sexual) seem to be blamed in similar
ways, and certain characteristics of partici-
pants (e.g., hostile sexism, traditional gender
role ideology) tend to contribute to blame, min-
imization, and excuse. Hence, it is recom-
mended to have a continuation of examining
the scenarios, characteristics, and life situa-
tions that could impact individuals’ attitudes
toward economic abuse victims.

3. What are the issues arising from economic
violence against women?

Table 15 Respondents’ Assessment on the Issues arising from Economic Violence against Women in

terms of Economic Abuse

i INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM Vi WM \ WM VI WM \ RANK
1. Untruthful posting of finance
concealing financial transactions 3.30 Vs 3.58 Vs 3.67 Vs 352 VS 1
2. Controlling daily expense hy
checking all details and verbal 3.07 S 3.48 VS 3.67 VS 341 VS 2
abuse
3. No access to propety and gy S 345 VS 373 VS 338 VS 3
financial ownership
4. Control of bank account and 277 S 3.47 VS 372 VS 332 VS 4
money by the husband
5. No access to financial knowledge 2.77 3.50 VS 3.66 VS 331 VS 5
Average Weighted Mean 2.98 S 3.50 VS 3.69 VS 339 VS

Table 15 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the issues arising from economic vio-
lence against women in terms of Economic
Abuse. Based on the scores obtained, an overall

mean of 3.45 was marked as "Very Serious".
From the data, it is revealed that there is a con-
sistent pattern of financial neglect experienced
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by women. Women often have to give up valu-
able assets to their husbands, resulting in a de-
crease in the family's financial resources for
daily expenses and other needs. Women in the
National Capital Region face increased eco-
nomic challenges due to the frequent and un-
predictable nature of financial support. Illicit
affairs refer to secret and often morally or le-
gally prohibited relationships between individ-
uals who are not in a romantic or legal commit-
ment.

The indicator that received the highest as-
sessment was depriving support for the family,
obtaining a weighted mean of 3.49, which cor-
responds to the verbal interpretation of Very
serious and it ranked first. This finding was
fully validated by H1's response during the in-
terview, saying In my capacity as the head of
the office, I observed and conducted an assess-
ment on issues pertaining to economic violence
against women in the National Capital Region.
My main focus was on economic maltreatment
that denies support for the family. This state-
ment was probably based on the fact that there
is no assistance provided to the family, which is
in line with the verbal explanation of being vig-
orously enforced and is considered to be the
most important priority. In the context of this
evaluation, this is the most important factor.

Along this context, Danylyuk (2022) con-
ducted a study and found that economic vio-
lence is associated with deprivation or re-
striction of the right to use economic resources,
in which one of the partners (more often a
woman) feels a threat towards security and
emotional comfort, as she is in complete eco-
nomic dependence on the tyrant partner. Eco-
nomic violence can manifest itself in the
deprivation or restriction of the right to use
property and money, imposition of property
obligations, transfer of monetary obligations to
the victim, and prohibition of employment,
which deprives the victim of the possibility of
self-realization in the future. These actions may
entail mental suffering and a decrease in the
mental stability of the victim of violence, which
indicates psychological violence and so on.

On the other hand, the indicator that
received the lowest assessment was illicit
affairs, which obtained a weighted mean of 3.21
and verbal interpretation of "Very
Satisfactory". It ranked fifth and the last.

Another study was done by lkekwuibe &
Okoror (2021) and found that intimate partner
violence is the most pervasive yet least
recognized human rights abuse in the world.
This study revealed staggering magnitude of
threats confronting human rights with the
overall IPV prevalence of 79.4%. The study
afforded the opportunity to estimate the size of
different components of IPV with controlling
[PV ranking highest. Membership of an interest
group and the beliefs that a wife must obey her
husband/partner in all things even if she
disagrees and wife’s unconditional obligation
to sex were factors found to be significantly
associated with [PV. Therefore, public
awareness starting from the community heads
and opinion leaders to the rest of the
community should be engaged in desensitizing
them of the erroneous views that encourage
partner violence. There should be increased
advocacy for women’s rights and sexual
autonomy. Women should be encouraged to be
part of social groups that can enhance their
education and empowerment as this may be a
formidable tool in reducing the burden of IPV
in the environment.

Table 16 presents the respondent’s assess-
ment on the issues arising from economic vio-
lence against women in terms of Economic
Control. Based on the scores obtained, an over-
all mean of 3.39 was marked as "Very Satisfac-
tory". Spreading  inaccurate financial
information and engaging in act of concealing
or disguising financial transactions are com-
mon issues arising in relation to economic con-
trol. The user manages everyday expenses by
carefully examining them and using verbal rep-
rimands when necessary. The wife experiences
limitations in property access, financial owner-
ship, control over bank accounts, and access to
financial expertise due to her husband's ac-
tions.
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Table 16 Respondents’ Assessment on the Issues Arising from Economic Violence against Women in

terms of Economic Control

_ INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM \Y| WM VI WM Vi WM Vi RANK
1. Untruthful posting of finance
concealing financial transactions 3.30 Vs 3.58 Vs 3.67 Vs 352 VS 1
2. Controlling daily expense by
checking all details and verbal 3.07 S 3.48 VS 3.67 VS 341 VS 2
abuse
3. No access to property and 2.97 S 345 VS 373 VS 338 VS 3
financial ownership
4. Control of bank account and
money by the husband 2.77 S 3.47 VS 3.72 VS 332 VS 4
5. No access to financial knowledge 2.77 3.50 VS 3.66 VS 331 VS 5
Average Weighted Mean 2.98 3.50 VS 3.69 VS 339 VS

The indicator that received the highest as-
sessment was untruthful posting of finance
concealing financial transactions, which ob-
tained a weighted mean of 3.52, corresponding
to verbal interpretation of Very Satisfactory
and ranking first. This result unequivocally val-
idates H2's response during the interview, say-
ing As the office head, | have noticed a signifi-
cant problem of economic violence against
women in the National Capital Region. This is-
sue specifically involves the office head's role in
exerting Economic Control (EC), which in-
cludes manipulating financial reporting and
concealing financial transactions.

The findings of the study suggest that the
respondents made an analysis of the issues that
arise as a result of economic violence against
women, particularly in regard to economic con-
trol. The misleading transmission of financial
data that obscures monetary activity is the key
factor considered in this evaluation.

In a related study, Fen Lin et al. (2022) ex-
amined the relationship between IPV and fi-
nancial strain faced by many female survivors.
With regard to the characteristics of the study
sample, the self-selected responses and limited
sample size impacted the generalizability. First,
the missing data of education attainment at T1
limited the full understanding of association
between socio-economic status and financial
wellbeing among female survivors. Second, the
study sample for the parent study was a
purposive sample in certain states and was not
randomly selected from a population of female
IPV survivors. Participants who received
domestic violence services volunteered to

participate in a financial literacy program and
chose to respond to the evaluation survey. The
response bias limited the generalizability of the
findings to other female IPV survivors across
the nation. Hence, the authors suggested
further research to determine if these results
hold up over a longer period of time. The study
also found prominent association between
economic abuse and financial strain. With that
finding, the researchers recommended further
inclusion of financial strain as a significant
variable and examine its effect on other
outcomes, including depression.

On the other hand, the indicator that
received the lowest assessment was no access
to financial knowledge, obtaining a weighted
mean of 3.31 and verbal interpretation of "Very
Satisfactory". It ranked fifth and the last.

[ line with this context, Scott (2023)
conducted a study and found that
victim-survivors are rendered vulnerable by
the circumstances they face—entrapped by
their abuser. However, it is not until they have
their financial autonomy and agency restricted
or controlled in the financial marketplace by
the banking system they must interact with
that financial institution’s relevance in their
vulnerability. By framing victim-survivors as
customers experiencing vulnerability, banks
and financial institutions can begin revising
their policies and practices to prevent the
unintentional harm existing policies may cause.
Such work is already underway for other
consumer vulnerabilities but requires
specialized knowledge, training, and under-
standing.
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Table 17 Respondents’ Assessment on the Issues Arising from Economic Violence against Women in

terms of Economic Sabotage

INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM Vi WM Vi WM Vi WM VI  RANK

Deprivation of transportation etc. to 3.03 s 3.53 VS 3.63 VS 340 VS 1
go to work
g;rzuthonzed access to credit 287 S 3.60 VS 3,60 VS 339 VS 2
Harassing in her place of 287 353 VS 372 VS 337 Vs
employment or workplace
Prohibition of wife to work 2.83 3.52 VS 3.66 VS 334 VS 4
Reporting bad information to
employer or company against the 2.73 S 3.48 VS 3.59 VS 327 VS 5
wife

Average Weighted Mean 2.87 S 3.53 VS 3.66 VS 335 VS

Table 17 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the issues arising from economic vio-
lence against women in terms of Economic Sab-
otage. Based on the scores obtained, an overall
mean of 3.35 was marked as "Very Satisfac-
tory". This violence includes acts of economic
sabotage, such as depriving women of trans-
portation to go to work, unauthorized access to
their credit cards, harassment in their place of
employment, prohibiting wives from working,
and reporting false information to their em-
ployers or companies.

The indicator that received the highest as-
sessment was deprivation of transportation
etc. to go to work, obtaining a weighted mean
of 3.40 and verbal interpretation of Very Satis-
factory. Hence, it ranked first. This result une-
quivocally validates H3's response during the
interview, saying As the office head, I note that
the ES office is deeply concerned about the
widespread occurrence of economic violence
against women in the National Capital Region.
This includes various challenges such as trans-
portation issues and other obstacles that im-
pede their ability to work. It is crucial to prior-
itize the resolution of these issues and safe-
guard the rights of women. The ES office is wor-
ried about the prevalence of economic violence
against women.

As to the issue mentioned, Ber (2019) con-
ducted a study and found that the major reason
cited by women who leave shelters and return
to abusive partners is lack of alternative hous-
ing and income. It was also found that a dispro-
portionate number of homeless women have
experienced domestic violence and have

become homeless after fleeing from their abus-
ers. Compensation in the form of an adequate
income would allow survivors to meet their
basic needs and rebuild their lives while also
opening the door to real and lasting financial
independence.

Victims of economic abuse can access exist-
ing resources and legal protections to protect
themselves from their abusers. The Survivors’
Empowerment and Economic Security Act al-
lows for greater economic freedom for domes-
tic violence victims by providing short-term
emergency benefits, guaranteeing employment
leave and unemployment compensation, and
prohibiting insurance restriction or job
discrimination. The Crime Victim Assistance
Program offers financial assistance to help with
some of the costs and services needed to re-
cover from or cope with the effects of abuse.
Also, the National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling, a nonprofit organization, offers free fi-
nancial education and advice for those dealing
with the aftermath of economic abuse.

On the other hand, the indicator that re-
ceived the lowest assessment was reporting
bad information to employer or company
against the wife, obtaining a weighted mean of
3.27 and verbal interpretation of "Very Satis-
factory". It ranked fifth and the last.

Related to the findings above, Vaz (2023)
conducted a study and found that domestic vi-
olence is a widespread problem that affects
millions of people around the world. In recent
years, there has been a surge in domestic vio-
lence cases due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
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with victims facing increased isolation and fi-
nancial stress.

According to the United Nations, there had
been a "shadow pandemic" of domestic vio-
lence across the globe. As many people had
been forced to stay home due to lockdowns,
victims were trapped with their abuser and had
limited opportunities to seek help. The new UN
Women reported that violence against women
during COVID-19 showed that almost 1 in 2
women reported that they or a woman they
knew experienced a form of violence s. Women
who reported this were 1.3 times more likely to
report increased mental and emotional stress
than women who did not. With the data given,
it is crucial for companies to recognize this is-
sue and take steps to support their employees.
Domestic violence can take many forms, such
as physical, emotional, sexual, and financial
abuse, as well as coercion and control.

Coercive control is a persistent pattern of
controlling coercive and threatening behavior,
including all or some forms of domestic abuse
(emotional, physical, financial, sexual including
threats) by a boyfriend, partner, husband, or ex.
It traps women in a relationship and makes it
impossible or dangerous to leave. This can have
a serious impact, including fear of violence, and
cause serious alarm and distress. The victims
may also struggle to balance their personal
lives with the demands of their job, leading to
decreased productivity, increased absentee-
ism, and negative impact on mental and emo-
tional well-being.

Table 18 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the issues arising from economic vio-
lence against women in terms of Economic Ex-
ploitation. Based on the scores obtained, an
overall mean of 3.40 was marked as "Very Sat-
isfactory”. The analysis provided by the re-
spondent highlights the issue of economic vio-
lence, with a specific focus on economic exploi-
tation. Issues such as illicit affairs and uneven
financial support can create obstacles in the al-
location of funds for daily expenses and essen-
tial needs. In this case, women are forced to
give up their valuable belongings to their hus-
band.

The indicator that received the highest as-
sessment was depriving support for the family,
which obtained a weighted mean of 3.52 and

verbal interpretation of Very Satisfactory. It
ranked first. This result unequivocally vali-
dates H4's response during the interview, say-
ing As the office's leader, I note that the objec-
tive of this study is to ascertain whether there
are any occurrences of economic violence
against women in the National Capital Region
that may be attributed to gender-based eco-
nomic exploitation (EE). As the office manager,
it is crucial that you ensure all employees, par-
ticularly female employees, have equitable ac-
cess to information. This is particularly crucial
for the female staff members in order to safe-
guard the family's right to receive financial as-
sistance for their well-being. As the key crite-
rion in this evaluation, absence of assistance for
the family was given the highest score and was
considered to be extremely serious. This was
the case since it was the most important com-
ponent.

According to Pasha (2022), the problems of
economic abuse against women in particular
stem from the much larger issues of lack of ed-
ucation, mental health, and cultural stigmatiza-
tions. To reduce gender disparity and economic
violence in developing countries, significant
policy reform is required on the ground level.
Not only do laws need to be enacted but their
enforcement is key to empowering women and
bringing about real change. To improve the ex-
isting system, there needs to be long-term solu-
tions with multifaceted initiatives that collabo-
ratively involve all organs of the state. These
caninclude awareness campaigns, media atten-
tion, as well as reform through institutional and
political means.

Insight can also be drawn from national ac-
tion plans in other countries such as Poland,
Germany, the Netherlands, and Bangladesh.
For example, in 2019, Bangladesh launched a
four-year National Action Plan (NAP) on
women, peace, and security with the help of UN
Women and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
NAP recognizes the crucial role women play in
the prevention of violent extremism and aims
to make disaster management and recovery
systems more gender-responsive, as well as to
enhance the protection of women’s human
rights, before, during, and after conflict and cri-
ses. Financing is to come from the core budget
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of relevant ministries and development part-
ners. To develop culture-specific responses,
evaluations and research work must also be
undertaken to ensure that proposed changes
are practical and will be implemented.

On the other hand, the indicator that re-
ceived the lowest assessment was forcing the
wife to give valuable things to the husband, ob-
taining a weighted mean of 3.34 and verbal in-
terpretation of "Very Satisfactory”. It ranked
fifth and the last. This shows that the most un-
important signal is when the husband exerts
pressure on the wife to hand over precious pos-
sessions to him.

In a related study, Akram (2021) conducted
a study and found that a woman'’s autonomy in
decision making has a significant role in shap-
ing her attitude toward domestic violence. It
has also been supported by the findings of Mog-
ford (2011) that women having autonomy in
decision making in rural India are less likely to
accept and experience domestic violence.
Women who have autonomy in decision mak-
ing have less chances that they will accept vio-
lent behavior of their husbands. There is a need
that civil society and government must extend
their efforts for women autonomy in decision
making by media campaigns and other efforts

Table 18 Respondents’ Assessment on the Issues Arising from Economic Violence against Women in

terms of Economic Exploitation

) INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM Vi WM Vi WM VI WM VI RANK
1. Depriving support for the family 3.3 VS 3.58 VS 3.67 VS 352 VS 1
2. llicit affairs 3.03 3.53 VS 3.64 VS 340 VS
3. Inconsistent support on
financial need. 3.07 3.48 VS 3.59 VS 338 VS 3
4. Depriving budget for daily
financial expense and 2.87 S 35 VS 3.67 VS 335 VS 4
necessities.
5. Forcing the wife to give
valuable things to the husband 2.87 S 3.53 VS 3.63 VS 334 VS 5
Average Weighted Mean 3.03 S 3.52 VS 3.64 VS 340 VS

Table 19 Respondents’ Assessment on the Recommendations on the Issues Arising from Economic

Violence against Women in terms of Economic Abuse

(Indicators)

INNER WHEEL

WM

Vi

SSS
WM

Vi

LGU

Vi

TOTAL

| WM Vi RANK

Require the husband in the
formulation of the law to support
the wife and their family a certain
percentage that will be
determined by the law based on
the need of the family.

Impose penalty for the husband
that will not abide by the
proposed law.

The PNP and DSWD and the
Court of Justice should be the
agency that should focus on the
implementation of the Law
Against Economic Abuse of
Women.

Law that will protect the women
against economic abuse,
economic control, employment
sabotage, and economic
exploitation

The Court shall determine the
legitimacy of the complainant and
the amount that the family needs.
How many percent should be
given to the wife and children.

3.70

3.80

3.67

3.60

3.60

HR

HR

HR

HR

HR

3.77

3.65

3.73

3.65

3.63

HR

HR

HR

HR

HR

3.87

3.80

3.79

HR

HR

HR

HR

HR

3.78 HR 1

3.75

HR 2

3.72 HR 3

3.68 HR 4

3.65 HR 5

Average Weighted Mean

3.67

HR

3.69

HR

3.79

HR

3.72 HR
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Table 19 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the recommendation on the issues
arising from economic violence against women
in terms of Economic Abuse. Based on the
scores obtained, an overall mean of 3.72 was
marked as "Highly Recommended.” The study
focused on analyzing the suggested solutions to
combat economic violence against women in
the National Capital Region. The law should
mandate husbands to provide financial support
to their wives and families, with the exact per-
centage determined by the law according to the
family's requirements. The law should impose
penalties on husbands who do not comply with
the proposed law. The PNP, DSWD, and the
Court of Justice should be primarily responsi-
ble for implementing the law against economic
abuse of women. There should be a law that
protects women from various forms of eco-
nomic abuse, including economic control, em-
ployment sabotage, and economic exploitation.
The Court's role is to evaluate complaints and
decide on financial assistance for affected fam-
ilies.

Based on the table, the indicator that re-
ceived the highest assessment was require the
husband in the formulation of the law to sup-
port the wife and their family where certain
percentage that will be determined by the law
based on the need of the family, obtaining a
weighted mean of 3.87 and verbal interpreta-
tion of “Highly Recommended”. It ranked first.
This finding was thoroughly validated by H1's
response during the interview, saying Potential
strategies can be proposed by the office leader
to address the economic marginalization of
women in the National Capital Region. For vic-
tims of economic abuse, the law emphasizes the
importance of legal obligations for husbands to
financially support their wives and families.
The law determines the appropriate percent-
age of support based on the family's needs.
Proper legislation enforces sanctions on non-
compliant husbands. The implementation of
the Law Against Economic Abuse of Women is
primarily carried out by the PNP, DSWD, and
the Court of Justice.

In relation to the topic, Naz (2021), con-
ducted a study and identified categories kept
under three salient themes of lack of compre-
hensive support mechanism, physical and men-
tal strain, and barriers to antenatal services.
Perceived support of husbands and in-laws,
needs, and barriers to maternal and child
health were identified by the participants. The
study found that quality family relationship
might not be improved by taking interventions
only; rather, incorporation of health profes-
sionals” support with family member’s behav-
ior can improve maternal health.

On the other hand, the indicator that re-
ceived the lowest assessment was the court
shall determine the legitimacy of the complaint
and the amount that the family need, with a
weighted mean of 3.65 and verbal interpreta-
tion of "Highly Recommended”. It ranked fifth
and the last among the indicators. The Court
has the power to evaluate the legitimacy of the
complaint and determine the required financial
assistance for the family. What percentage
should be apportioned to the wife and children
is determined by the court.

In a related study, Alsawalqa (2020) exam-
ined a population of working women in the cap-
ital of Amman to determine the relationship be-
tween economic abuse and demographic varia-
bles. This was the first study to address corre-
lation between economic abuse and demo-
graphic variables - woman'’s age, education, in-
come, number of children, length of marriage,
and husband’s education and employment.
The study found that abuse of women is still a
significant issue in numerous contexts and that
economic abuse has substantial repercussions
for women's personal and social lives and gen-
eral well-being. The chosen variables caused
controversies among researchers in terms of
their impact on economic abuse levels and
methods as a cause or consequence. However,
the study made a positive contribution to the
scant Arabic literature on the economic abuse
of women in Jordan by attempting to under-
stand the relevant demographic variables in
light of the Arab environment’s particularities.
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Table 20 Respondents’ Assessment on the Recommendations on the Issues Arising from Economic
Violence against Women in terms of Economic Control

INNER WHEEL
WM Vi

(Indicators)

TOTAL
WM VI

SSS
WM Vi

LGU

WM Vi RANK

1. The PNP shall implement the
decision of the court based on the
court’s verdict.

2. The PNP shall protect the wife and
her children against violence,
threat, harmful action of the
husband based on the law of
economic abuse.

3. The DSWD shall protect the wife
and children against any possible
harm from the husband by
providing any shelter, food and
necessities while the court has not
given their decision.

3.80 HR

3.70 HR

3.63 HR

3.70 HR 3.78 HR 376 HR 1

3.58 HR 3.86 HR 371 HR 2

3.67 HR 3.74 HR 3.68 HR 3

Average Weighted Mean 3.71 HR

Table 20 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the recommendation on the issues
arising from economic violence against women
in terms of Economic Control. Based on the
scores obtained, an overall mean of 3.72 was
marked as "Highly Recommended". This result
suggests that the Philippine National Police
(PNP) should ensure the implementation of
court rulings and safeguard women and their
children from violence and intimidation perpe-
trated by their spouses. The DSWD shall addi-
tionally furnish housing, sustenance, and es-
sential provisions to women and children dur-
ing the period of awaiting court rulings.

The indicator that received the highest as-
sessment was The PNP shall implement the de-
cision of the court based on the court’s verdict,
obtaining a weighted mean of 3.76 and verbal
interpretation of “Highly Recommended”. Con-
sequently, it ranked first. This finding was thor-
oughly validated by H2 during the interview,
noting The state must have potential strategies
to address economic discrimination faced by
women. The PNP must carry out the court's de-
cision as per the court's ruling. Generally, the
PNP is tasked with protecting women and their
children from violence, threats, and harm
caused by their husbands, as mandated by the
law on economic abuse. On the basis of the ver-
dict that is handed down by the court, the Phil-
ippine National Police follows the judgment.
Likewise, the DSWD provides housing,

3.65 HR 3.79 HR 372 HR

sustenance, and essential provisions to ensure
the safety and well-being of the wife and chil-
dren while waiting for the court's decision.

By and large, in terms of economic contro],
the respondents perceived the recommenda-
tions to be necessary in relation to issues that
arise as consequence of economic violence
against women.

In relation to the preceding discussion, Na-
ganag (2022) conducted a study and found that
PNP personnel on the Women and Children
Desk are very limited and many desk are not
manned and managed efficiently because of the
multi-task of Desk assigned personnel. Wife
battering dominates the other abuses commit-
ted in domestic homes. There are psychologi-
cally abused women but there are no reports
on sexually abused women and child abuse.
The important and necessary services and sup-
ports to the victim-survivors are provided but
not substantial to meet all the needs of the vic-
tim. There is no obvious show of convergence
among the government concern agencies in re-
sponse to women abuse. Hence, the study rec-
ommended that more trainings of the PNP
Women and Children Desk personnel should be
instituted and institutionalized. More Local
Government Units involvement should be initi-
ated. A PNP Personnel should be assigned ex-
clusively for the Desk so that the task will be
concentrated to manning or managing the
Desk. Forging and strengthening of the
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convergence of the government agencies con-
cerned to hasten reporting, communication,
and delivery of the benefits and privileges of
the victims, including their immediate and im-
portant need, should be done. It was also rec-
ommended to institutionalize a massive infor-
mation-education campaign on laws concern-
ing the protection of women and their children
against abusive and violent partners or par-
ents.

On the other hand, the indicator that re-
ceived the lowest assessment was the DSWD
shall protect the wife and children against any
possible harm from the husband by providing
any shelter, food, and necessities while the
court has not given their decision, obtaining a
weighted mean of 3.65 and verbal interpreta-
tion of "Highly Recommended". It ranked fifth
and the last among the indicators.

The Department of Social Welfare and De-
velopment (DSWD) has the duty to safeguard
the wife and children from potential harm
caused by the husband by ensuring they are
provided with suitable accommodation, food,
and necessities. This is the most minimal indi-
cator.

Along this line, Tapeles (2022) conducted a
study and found that A 24/7 hotline had been
established to address cases of violence against
women and children, and social media ac-
counts had been set up to receive complaints.
The Philippines had established a center tar-
geting online exploitation of children. It was
able to obtain information from other countries
and Interpol, as well as through local sources.
It was the first center in Southeast Asia where
local and international authorities gathered to
aid such investigations. Many federal law en-
forcement officials, including from the Nether-
lands and Australia, were able to refer cases to
the Center. In 2020, a review was conducted on
the law criminalizing violence against women
and children. The data showed a downward
trend in terms of abuse, and it could be
assumed that it was due to improved services
and service providers. A law on safe spaces
mandated that all schools needed to create a
committee tasked with receiving cases of har-
assment in a way which would ensure the pro-
tection of the plaintiff.

Table 21 Respondents’ Assessment on the Recommendations on the Issues Arising from Economic
Violence against Women in terms of Economic Sabotage

. INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM Vi WM Vi WM VI WM VI RANK
1. The PNP shall ensure that the
husband cannot go near the wife 3.63 HR 367 HR 379 HR 370 HR 1
during the court case.
2. Disposition of property to support
the wife and children 3.47 HR 375 HR 3.83 HR 368 HR 2
3. Imprisonment 3.53 HR 362 HR 379 HR 365 HR 3
Average Weighted Mean 3.54 HR 368 HR 380 HR 368 HR

Table 21 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the recommendation on the issues
arising from economic violence against women
in terms of Economic Sabotage. Based on the
scores obtained, an overall mean of 3.68 was
marked as "Highly Recommended". The re-
spondents’ assessment centered on the pro-
posal to combat economic violence against
women in the National Capital Region, empha-
sizing the need for addressing economic

sabotage. The proposal is for the Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP) to intercede and prohibit
the husband from approaching the wife during
court processes concerning the division of
property, with the aim of providing assistance
to the wife and children. The law states that in-
dividuals who commit acts of economic aggres-
sion should be incarcerated as an appropriate
form of retribution.
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The indicator that got the highest assess-
ment was the PNP shall ensure that the hus-
band cannot go near the wife during the court
case, which obtained a weighted mean of 3.70
and verbal interpretation of “Highly Recom-
mended”. Hence, it ranked first. This result un-
equivocally validates H3's response during the
interview, saying The user suggests proposing
recommendations to address the economic
marginalization of women in the National Cap-
ital Region as the office leader. The category in-
cludes Employment Sabotage (ES) and the PNP
will take measures to prevent the husband
from contacting the wife during court proceed-
ings. The fact that the PNP should make certain
that the husband is not permitted to come close
to the woman while the matter is being heard
in court is something that comes highly recom-
mended. Within the context of this evaluation,
this is the most significant.

In the study conducted by Abhyanka et al.
(2022), they suggested that the need of the
hour is to sensitize the citizens of the country
with the concept of marital rape. In modern so-
ciety, with the increasing heinous crimes
against women, marital rape should be recog-
nized as a criminal offence in the text of the law.
This offense affects the psychological and phys-
ical health of a woman, directly violating the
right to life and liberty of a woman. Though
there is fear in society that criminalizing mari-
tal rape will directly affect the sanctity of mar-
riage, it must be noted that if the wife has ac-
cused the husband of marital rape, the basic
foundation of the marriage is weak, and maybe
the solid foundation required for a successful
marital relationship between the husband and
his wife never exists. There are various in-
stances where the spouse forces himself upon
his wife for sexual pleasure, leading to vaginal
bleeding or vaginal injury, but unfortunately, a
woman cannot seek recourse under law as the
legal system of the country refuses to recognize
marital rape as an offense when spouses are
cohabitating together. Rape violates a
woman’s right to privacy, and the law should

not discriminate the offense of rape on the ba-
sis of status of a woman (married and unmar-
ried).

The authors also suggested that marital
rape should be criminalized, and lawmakers
need to supplement the gender-neutral laws in
order to provide justice to both men and
women in the country. Further, marital rape
should be treated as a valid ground for divorce
under personal laws. The Californian Criminal
Law deals substantively with marital rape,
which could be used as an inspiration by the
lawmakers of our country and accordingly
draft to suit the social needs of our country. The
foremost step to eradicate this social evil from
society is to generate awareness among pri-
mary and secondary higher educational institu-
tions. The duty to protect the rights of the
women is not only of the state but also a collec-
tive duty of the citizens, which needs to be real-
ized as a collective conscience.

On the other hand, the indicator that re-
ceived the lowest assessment was imprison-
ment, which obtained a weighted mean of 3.65
and verbal interpretation of "Highly Recom-
mended”. It ranked third and the last among
the indicators.

In relation to this, the study of Mercer
(2021) found that the analysis of the reoffend-
ing outcomes of 2014 to 2016 releasees pro-
vided evidence that the South Australian Vio-
lence Prevention Program did reduce the rate
of violent recidivism of those participants who
were assessed as being at ‘moderate’ and ‘high’
risk of violent reoffending. In addition, the vio-
lent crimes committed following release from
prison were less serious than those observed in
a matched comparison group. These results
translate into measurable economic benefits
for the taxpayer when the costs of re-imprison-
ment and improved quality of life are consid-
ered. Nonetheless, much more work is required
to establish when, how, and why violence pre-
vention programs delivered to men in prison
are optimally effective.
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Table 22 Respondents’ Assessment on the Issues Arising from Economic Violence against Women in

terms of Economic Exploitation

; INNER WHEEL SSS LGU TOTAL
(Indicators)
WM Vi WM Vi WM Vi WM VI  RANK

Access to real estate property 3.80 HR 3.70 HR 3.78 HR 3.76 VS 1

Access to financial record in

kind and bank account. 3.47 HR 3.75 HR 3.83 HR 368 VS 2
3. Imposition of certain

percentage of the salary or 3.53 HR 3.62 HR 3.79 HR 365 VS 3

income to go direct the wife.

Average Weighted Mean 3.60 HR 3.69 HR 3.80 HR 370 MC

Table 22 presents the respondents’ assess-
ment on the recommendation on the issues
arising from economic violence against women
in terms of Economic Exploitation. Based on the
scores obtained, an overall mean of 3.70 was
marked as "Highly Recommended”. The result
shows that the respondents strongly advocate
for providing women with the right to access
real estate assets, financial documents, and
bank accounts. Furthermore, they also favor
the implementation of a specific proportion of
the husband's earnings or revenue to be di-
rectly assigned to the wife.

The indicator that received the highest as-
sessment was access to real estate property,
obtaining a weighted mean of 3.76 and verbal
interpretation of “Highly Recommended”.
Hence, it ranked first. This result unequivocally
validates H4's response during the interview,
saying The potential solutions to address eco-
nomic discrimination faced by women in the
National Capital Region must be proposed by
the office leader. This category consists of eco-
nomic exploitation (EE). This text is about ac-
cessing real estate properties. Request access
to financial records, such as physical
documents and bank account information, is
needed. This means setting aside a certain per-
centage of one's salary or income to be auto-
matically transferred to spouse.

On the other hand, the indicator that got the
lowest score was imposition of certain percent-
age of the salary or income to go direct to the
wife. It obtained a weighted mean of 3.65, with
verbal interpretation of "Highly Recom-
mended”. It ranked third and the last among
the indicators.

Economic coercion is a form of intimate
partner violence (IPV) that is distinct from but
often co-occurs with physical, psychological,
and sexual IPV. Women’s experiences of eco-
nomic coercion are understudied in low- and
middle-income countries, despite increases in
women’s economic opportunities in these set-
tings. Bangladesh is a salient site to understand
how women experience, interpret and give
meaning to economic coercion because histori-
cal gender inequalities in access to economic
opportunities and resources are changing in fa-
vor of greater participation of women in eco-
nomic activities. An author conducted in-depth
qualitative interviews with 24 married women
aged 19-47 years to understand their experi-
ences of economic coercion with respect to
their involvement in income-generating activi-
ties in rural Bangladesh. Overall, he found that
women’s experiences of economic coercion
were multi-dimensional and influenced by
women’s participation in income-generating
activities. In this setting, three major domains
of economic coercion by husbands emerged
from women’s narratives -denial of access to
income-generating activities, coercive control
over resources, and economic neglect. Further-
more, the participants’ narratives reflected the
continued influence of the patriarchal family
system, and the gendered power relations
therein, on women’s experiences of economic
coercion despite increases in women’s involve-
ment in income-generating activities. Hence,
the results suggest that women'’s experiences
of economic coercion influence their
participation in income-generating activities.
Interventions to increase women’s economic
opportunities should consider the barriers and
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potential repercussions of women’s involve-
ment.

On the other hand, the indicator that re-
ceived the lowest assessment was imposition
of certain percentage of the salary or income to
go direct the wife, obtaining a weighted mean
of 3.65 and verbal interpretation of "Highly
Recommended”. It ranked third and the last
among the indicators. This issue really arises in
the context of economic exploitation.

According to the findings of the research
conducted by Alkan (2021), domestic violence
victims, especially women with low-income,
lack the resources needed to start a new life for
themselves and their children. Women with
sufficient resources find it easier to live inde-
pendently and avoid returning to an abusive
partner. Ensuring independence may block the
abuser’s goals of establishing and maintaining
control. Hence, interventions must be carefully

developed, with security at the center. An eco-
nomic empowerment program that focuses
both on increasing basic financial knowledge
and skills and on empowering victims by in-
creasing victims’ confidence in their ability to
manage their own finances and to develop se-
curity plans for their financial future must be
developed.

4. What program can be proposed based on
the result of the study?

Based on the result of the study, a program
was proposed as shown below.

Name of Proponent: Private - Public Part-
nership

Project Title: Program for Protection of
Women Against Economic Violence through
Economic Independence

Project Time-frame: 2024-2025.

Project Contacts

Project Summary

Project Background

Project Objectives Project

Methodology

Project Cost

1. The Philippine
Commission  for
Women is a
government
institution that aims
to improve the
status of women by
promoting  gender
equality and
mainstreaming.

2. INNERWHEEL’s

mission is to
empower
vulnerable
members of society
and advance
women's causes

through community
service.

3. The Local
Council of Women
is an organization
that promotes
women's
empowerment,
social justice, and
poverty alleviation
through democratic
participation.

Ensuring the
safeguarding of
women against

economic violence is
an essential stride in
promoting a world
where women are
empowered and free
from exploitation. By

securing their
financial stability, we
can ensure that

women possess the
necessary resources
to flourish and make
valuable
contributions to
society. Let us unite
our efforts in creating
a future where
economic justice is a
tangible reality for
every woman.

Economic abuse can
make it harder for
women to keep their
jobs. It affects their
ability to plan for work,
like arranging childcare

or transportation.
Perpetrators may
prevent them  from
working, control their
family's finances, and
prevent  them from

accessing joint business
funds. This can leave
women  without  the
resources they need to
provide for themselves
and their families.
Economic control can
also make it difficult for
women to start or run
their own businesses.
Restricted financial
resources can make it
impossible for women to
afford basic necessities
like food, clothing, and
medicine. Women can
also be harassed at
work, which can make it
harder for them to
access disability, child
support, or government
aid. Financial
exploitation can occur
when someone steals a
woman's money,
checks, or ATM cards
without permission.
Women may also be
pressured into
neglecting debts or
allowing debts to
accumulate in their or
their children's names.
This can lead to serious
financial hardship.

The proposed project
aims to address the
issue of economic
violence against women | Organize a
by establishing a | focused group
sustainable and long- | discussion  with

term Private-Public | stakeholders to

Partnership in | come up with a

communities. The project | policy to address

seeks to promote | economic

economic independence | violence int the

among women by | community. An estimated
providing them with the Php 5 million
necessary resources, | Submit a draft | budgetis

allocated in the
preparation and
implementation
of the program

skills, and opportunities
to overcome the barriers
that prevent them from
achieving financial
stability and security. By
fostering an environment

policy based on
the result of the
focused  group
discussion  from
the stakeholders.

that values and supports | \Devise
women's economic | monitoring tool to
empowerment, the | ensure the

project aims to create a
more equitable and just
society, where gender-
based discrimination and
violence are no longer
tolerated.

implementation
of the program.
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Conclusions

Following the analysis of the study's re-
sults, the study draws the following conclu-
sions:

1. Economic abuse against women presents
complex and deeply rooted challenges that
severely impact their financial autonomy,
employment stability, and overall well-be-
ing. Although proposals for mandatory fi-
nancial support, secured access to financial
resources, and restrictions on abusive part-
ners are bold and well-intentioned, these re-
quire further analysis in terms of feasibility,
constitutional rights, and practical imple-
mentation, especially within the Philippine
legal and cultural context.

2. The roles of the Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development (DSWD), the Philip-
pine National Police (PNP), and the judiciary
are clearly outlined in existing frameworks.
However, inter-agency coordination mecha-
nisms must be further elaborated to ensure
effective enforcement and victim protection,
particularly in cases involving financial
abuse, where victims may be trapped in re-
lationships due to economic dependency.

3. Women subjected to economic abuse often
experience restrictions that interfere with
their capacity to maintain employment.
Their ability to arrange childcare, transpor-
tation, and other work-related necessities is
frequently undermined, sometimes forcing
them to act against their will, quit their jobs,
or relinquish control over family finances.
As a result, many women are driven to seek
external support just to survive, limiting
their ability to pursue entrepreneurial ven-
tures or sustain a business.

4. Many women endure economic control and
restricted access to shared financial re-
sources, which compromises their ability to
obtain necessities such as food, clothing, and
medicine. Their capacity to keep accurate fi-
nancial records is also hindered. In some in-
stances, abusive partners conceal or misap-
propriate income from joint businesses or
provide false information about jointly held
assets. Addressing this issue requires legal
safeguards that prevent perpetrators from
manipulating or accessing victims' bank ac-
counts and financial holdings.

5.

Workplace sabotage is another form of
abuse that undermines women's financial
independence. Whether through harass-
ment or systematic obstruction, abusers can
deliberately disrupt women's ability to
work or pursue education. This sabotage af-
fects not only their regular employment but
also their eligibility to access alternative in-
come sources, such as disability benefits,
child support, or public assistance. Such acts
may fall under the purview of workplace
harassment and warrant legal conse-
quences.

Financial exploitation includes acts such as
stealing a woman's money, checks, or ATM
cards, or accessing her credit line without
consent. It is also common for abusers to in-
cur debts under the woman’s or even her
children's names, further entrenching vic-
tims in cycles of financial instability and le-
gal complications. These actions not only vi-
olate financial laws but also perpetuate sys-
temic inequality and dependence.

Recommendations

Considering the significant findings pre-

sented and conclusions drawn, the following
recommendations are given.

1.

The researcher advocates for the establish-
ment of legislation aimed at safeguarding
women against economic abuse, control,
employment sabotage, and exploitation.
This legislation should require husbands to
provide financial support to their wives and
children at a legally determined percentage
rate, considering the family's actual needs.
Sanctions ought to be enforced on husbands
who do not adhere to this legal requirement.
The Philippine National Police (PNP), the
Department of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD), and the judiciary should be
identified as primary agencies tasked with
the implementation and enforcement of this
law. This encompasses the regulation of in-
heritance distribution, guaranteeing that le-
gal provisions allocate a fair portion to the
wife and children.

The researcher recommends that the DSWD
be assigned the responsibility of providing
temporary shelter, food, and other necessi-
ties to the wife and children while court
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proceedings are ongoing. This intervention
is essential to safeguard the victims from ad-
ditional harm or deprivation, particularly in
cases where the husband remains a persis-
tent threat. The PNP should be required to
safeguard the wife and children from vio-
lence, threats, or harmful actions resulting
from economic abuse. The PNP is obligated
to enforce court decisions following the is-
suance of a verdict.

4. The PNP should implement measures to
limit the husband's physical access to the
wife during legal proceedings, incarcera-
tion, and property settlements. This safe-
guard is crucial to avert potential intimida-
tion or retaliation and to strengthen the sup-
port mechanisms established for the af-
fected women and children.

5. The researcher proposes allocating a fixed
percentage of the wife's income to be desig-
nated solely for her and her children's wel-
fare. The wife should be granted legal access
to financial records, joint bank accounts, and
real estate properties to ensure transpar-
ency and equity in the management of fam-
ily assets and finances.
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