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ABSTRACT 

 

This study investigates the knowledge and attitudes of Public Admin-

istration students regarding the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

focusing on their understanding of key concepts and their disposition to-

ward embracing sustainability principles—attributes essential for their 

future roles as public administrators. A quantitative descriptive research 

design was employed at a state university in the Philippines. The re-

spondents were selected through purposive and convenience sampling, 

comprising 194 students across all year levels enrolled in the first semes-

ter of the academic year 2024–2025. Data were gathered using a struc-

tured questionnaire distributed via Google Forms. Aligned with the re-

search objectives, frequency and percentage were used to assess the stu-

dents’ knowledge of the SDGs, while a five-point Likert scale, mean, and 

standard deviation were utilized to examine their attitudes toward these 

goals. Results revealed that most students possess strong knowledge of 

the SDGs, particularly in environmental protection, economic growth, 

and social equity. However, limited awareness of the 2030 target year in-

dicates a need for further educational reinforcement. Attitude assess-

ments showed positive perceptions of sustainability, emphasizing gen-

der equality, environmental consciousness, and integrating sustainable 

practices in governance and education. The study concludes that while 

Public Administration students demonstrate commendable knowledge 

and favorable attitudes toward sustainability, universities should further 

integrate SDG-related content into their curricula and promote experien-

tial learning through community engagement and advocacy initiatives to 

strengthen students’ preparedness for sustainable public governance. 

 

Keywords: Attitude, Curriculum, Governance, Knowledge, Public Admin-

istration, SDGs, Sustainable Development, Sustainability 

 

*Corresponding author: 

E-mail:  

lmera@psu.palawan.edu.ph 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

mailto:lmera@psu.palawan.edu.ph


LMB Era, 2026 / Knowledge and Attitude of Public Administration Students Towards Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 
IJMABER  3261 Volume 7 | Number 8 | August | 2026 

Background 
The Sustainable Development Goals, 

adopted by the United Nations in 2015, repre-
sent a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet, and ensure peace and pros-
perity for all by 2030 (Elamin, 2025). These 17 
interconnected goals address global challenges 
including environmental protection, economic 
growth, and social equity, demanding inte-
grated approaches and collaborative efforts 
from various stakeholders, including govern-
ment, civil society, and academia (Elamin, 
2025). Public administration, in particular, 
plays a pivotal role in translating these ambi-
tious global objectives into actionable policies 
and programs at national and local levels 
(Leuenberger, 2006). Effective implementation 
of the SDGs necessitates a new generation of 
public administrators equipped with compre-
hensive knowledge of sustainability principles 
and a positive disposition towards their inte-
gration into governance practices. 

Higher education institutions are increas-
ingly recognized for their critical role in foster-
ing awareness and understanding of the SDGs 
among students, who will become future lead-
ers and decision-makers (Husban, 2025; 
Maruna, 2019; Zamora‐Polo et al., 2019). Re-
search has explored university students' 
awareness, knowledge, and attitudes towards 
the SDGs across various disciplines and geo-
graphical contexts, highlighting the importance 
of educational interventions in shaping these 
perceptions (Afroz & Ilham, 2020; Novieastari 
et al., 2022; Smaniotto et al., 2020; Zamora‐
Polo et al., 2019). For instance, studies have as-
sessed general university students' knowledge 
and attitudes, revealing varying levels of un-
derstanding and engagement with the SDG 
framework (Maoela et al., 2024). Others have 
examined the integration of sustainability edu-
cation within specific fields, such as public af-
fairs programs, emphasizing the need for com-
prehensive curricula to prepare students for 
sustainable public governance (Rangarajan & 
Joshi, 2018). 

Given the crucial interface between public 
administration and sustainable development, 
understanding the preparedness of future pub-
lic servants is paramount. This study investi-
gates the knowledge and attitudes of Public  

Administration students regarding the Sustain-
able Development Goals at a state university in 
the Philippines. By focusing on their under-
standing of key concepts and their disposition 
toward embracing sustainability principles, 
this research aims to assess attributes essential 
for their future roles as public administrators 
and to identify areas for educational reinforce-
ment in integrating SDG-related content into 
their curricula. 
 
The SDGs: A Global Framework for Sustaina-
ble Development 

The SDGs, adopted by the United Nations in 
2015, represent a universal framework to end 
poverty, protect the planet, and ensure peace 
and prosperity by 2030. Comprising 17 inter-
connected goals and 169 targets, they provide 
a comprehensive blueprint addressing global 
challenges, including but not limited to health, 
education, gender equality, clean water, cli-
mate action, and sustainable economic growth 
(United Nations, 2015). These goals emphasize 
a balanced approach, integrating develop-
ment's social, economic, and environmental di-
mensions to foster an inclusive and sustainable 
future. 

Furthermore, the success of the SDGs de-
pends on effective monitoring, evaluation, and 
accountability mechanisms to track progress 
and address challenges. Transparent data col-
lection and reporting systems are critical for 
identifying gaps, ensuring equitable resource 
allocation, and guiding evidence-based policy-
making. By fostering a culture of accountability, 
governments and organizations can build pub-
lic trust and encourage greater participation 
from all sectors of society. Additionally, lever-
aging technology and innovation, such as big 
data analytics and digital platforms, can en-
hance the effectiveness of these mechanisms, 
enabling more inclusive and dynamic ap-
proaches to achieving the SDGs. 

The SDGs underscore the necessity of part-
nerships among governments, civil society, pri-
vate organizations, and individuals. According 
to Sachs (2015), achieving these ambitious 
goals requires a multi-stakeholder approach 
and significant collaboration across sectors and 
nations. This highlights the need for local and 
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global initiatives that align with the SDGs' over-
arching principles of "leaving no one behind." 

 
The Role of Educational Institutions in Pro-
moting SDGs 

Educational institutions are pivotal in pro-
moting awareness and understanding of the 
SDGs. As centers of knowledge dissemination 
and capacity building, they are uniquely posi-
tioned to prepare future leaders to navigate the 
complexities of sustainable development. 
Shukla (2023) emphasizes that education is 
about raising awareness and fostering actiona-
ble change through effective communication, 
collaboration, and practical engagement with 
sustainability principles. 

Research has shown that incorporating sus-
tainability education into curricula signifi-
cantly influences students’ attitudes and be‐
haviors toward sustainable practices (Tilbury, 
2011). Educational programs that integrate the 
SDGs into their framework cultivate knowledge 
and encourage critical thinking, problem-solv-
ing, and a sense of global citizenship among stu-
dents (UNESCO, 2017). 

Public Administration programs, in partic-
ular, are instrumental in equipping students 
with the competencies needed to address gov-
ernance challenges through the lens of sustain-
ability. These programs emphasize principles 
such as social equity, transparency, accounta-
bility, and environmental stewardship—core 
tenets of the SDGs (Shafritz et al., 2016). How-
ever, integrating the SDGs into Public Admin-
istration education remains uneven, necessi-
tating further research and curriculum en-
hancement. 

Educational institutions, particularly those 
offering Public Administration programs, hold 
a central role in advancing the SDGs by equip-
ping future leaders with the knowledge, skills, 
and values necessary for sustainable govern-
ance. These institutions foster awareness and 
inspire actionable change by integrating sus-
tainability principles into curricula. As the de-
mand for sustainable practices in governance 
and policy-making continues to grow, it is cru-
cial for educational programs to enhance their 
focus on the SDGs, ensuring that students are 
well-prepared to contribute meaningfully to a 
more sustainable and equitable future. 

Public Administration Students as Catalysts 
for Sustainable Governance 

Public Administration students are 
uniquely positioned to influence governance 
and policy-making in ways that advance sus-
tainable development. Their education equips 
them with the tools to analyze and address 
complex governance issues while fostering a 
deep understanding of social, economic, and 
environmental sustainability. Research by Leal 
Filho et al. (2020) underscores the importance 
of involving future leaders in sustainability ini-
tiatives to ensure long-term progress. 

This study focuses on the knowledge, atti-
tudes, and practices of Public Administration 
students at Palawan State University (PSU). As 
a leading institution in cultivating public ser-
vice professionals, PSU provides a critical plat-
form for exploring how students perceive and 
engage with the SDGs. The study investigates 
students' familiarity with key concepts such as 
environmental protection, economic growth, 
and social justice. It also examines their atti-
tudes toward sustainability and how these 
principles influence their governance outlook 
and everyday practices. 

As future leaders, Public Administration 
students are critical in shaping sustainable gov-
ernance and policy frameworks. Their educa-
tion prepares them to address complex govern-
ance challenges, fostering a deep commitment 
to social, economic, and environmental sustain-
ability. As evidenced by research, including that 
of Leal Filho et al. (2020), involving these stu-
dents in sustainability initiatives ensures long-
term progress towards the SDGs. This study at 
Palawan State University aims to explore how 
students' knowledge, attitudes, and practices 
regarding sustainability can inform the devel-
opment of curricula and initiatives that better 
equip them to lead positive, sustainable change 
in public governance. 

 
Bridging the Knowledge-Practice Gap 

While awareness of the SDGs grows, trans-
lating this knowledge into actionable practices 
remains challenging. According to Ajzen's 
(1991) Theory of Planned Behavior, individu-
als' intentions to adopt sustainable behaviors 
are influenced by their attitudes, perceived so-
cial norms, and perceived behavioral control. 
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Understanding these factors among Public Ad-
ministration students can guide the develop-
ment of targeted interventions to bridge the 
knowledge-practice gap. 

Furthermore, studies highlight the signifi-
cance of experiential learning and community 
engagement in fostering sustainability-ori-
ented behaviors among students (Sterling, 
2010). Integrating practical components, such 
as internships, community projects, and case 
studies, into Public Administration programs 
can enhance students' ability to apply sustain-
ability principles in real-world contexts. 

Research consistently underscores the im-
portance of evaluating knowledge and atti-
tudes within specialized academic and profes-
sional contexts to gauge preparedness and 
identify educational gaps. For instance, a study 
by Dela Cruz et al. (2023) on pharmacy interns 
highlighted that a positive attitude towards 
mental health correlates with greater 
knowledge, suggesting the crucial role of edu-
cation in fostering desirable dispositions. Simi-
larly, while primarily focused on instructional 
practices, Aquino et al.'s (2023) work with Eng-
lish teachers also examined their knowledge 
and attitudes towards integrative performance 
tasks, revealing insights into professional de-
velopment needs. Further emphasizing this 
trend, Adling and Malinao's (2022) research on 
Filipino Food Technology students demon-
strated a high level of knowledge, attitudes, and 
practices regarding food hygiene and sanita-
tion, indicative of practical specialized training. 
These studies collectively establish a precedent 
for investigating the understanding and dispo-
sition of students and professionals in areas 
critical to their fields. Building upon this estab-
lished line of inquiry, the present study contrib-
utes to the literature by explicitly examining 
the knowledge and attitudes of Public Admin-
istration students towards the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, a domain vital for effective fu-
ture governance. 

Educational institutions, particularly those 
focused on Public Administration, are at the 
forefront of driving the successful realization of 
SDGs. These institutions play a vital role in 
shaping a sustainable and equitable future by 
equipping future public servants with the 
knowledge, attitudes, and skills to integrate 

sustainability into governance. This study con-
tributes to the growing body of literature on 
SDG education by examining how Public Ad-
ministration students at Palawan State Univer-
sity engage with and internalize sustainability 
principles. Specifically, the research aims to as-
sess their level of knowledge and explore their 
attitudes toward the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). The findings are expected to in-
form curriculum development and policy advo-
cacy, ensuring that graduates are well-pre-
pared to lead toward achieving the SDGs. 
 
Methods 

A quantitative research design with a de-
scriptive approach was utilized to gather and 
analyze data systematically. The study was con-
ducted at a state university in the Philippines, 
focusing on the College of Business and Ac-
countancy, where the Bachelor of Science in 
Public Administration program is offered. The 
respondents were selected through purposive 
and convenience sampling, comprising 194 
students across all year levels enrolled in the 
first semester of the academic year 2024–2025. 
This sampling method ensured that the partic-
ipants were directly engaged in the Public Ad-
ministration program, providing relevant in-
sights for the research.  

Data was collected using a structured ques-
tionnaire distributed through Google Forms, 
ensuring convenience and accessibility for the 
respondents. The questionnaire was divided 
into two sections: the first assessed students' 
knowledge of the SDGs, including familiarity 
with key concepts and specific goals, while the 
second explored their attitudes, beliefs, and 
dispositions toward the principles of sustaina-
ble development. A 5-point Likert scale was 
used for the attitude section, with responses 
ranging from Strongly Agree, Agree, Neutral, 
Disagree, to Strongly Disagree, capturing the 
intensity of students' views. The Likert state-
ments used in the questionnaire were adapted 
from the validated study of Afroz and Ilham 
(2020) to ensure content validity and align-
ment with the objectives of this research. 
Cronbach’s Alpha internal consistency method 
was employed to establish the instrument's re-
liability. The results showed that all SDG varia-
bles demonstrated fair to good internal  
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consistency, with an overall Cronbach’s Alpha 
coefficient of .905, indicating a high level of re-
liability. The Cronbach’s Alpha values for each 
variable were also within the acceptable range, 
confirming that the instrument consistently 

measured the intended constructs satisfacto-
rily. The qualitative interpretation was adapted 
from the study of Nyutu et al. (2020). Below is 
the qualitative interpretation of 5-point Likert 
scale measurements. 

 
Figure 1. Qualitative Interpretation of 5-Point Likert Scale Measurements (Nyutu et al., 2020) 

Point Range of Weighted Means Descriptive Level 

5 4.21 – 5.00 Strongly Agree 

4 3.41 – 4.20 Agree 

3 2.61 – 3.40 Neutral 

2 1.81 – 2.60 Disagree 

1 1.00 – 1.80 Strongly Disagree 

Artificial intelligence (AI) was also utilized 
to enhance the analysis and interpretation of 
the collected data. AI-powered tools facilitated 
data cleaning, pattern recognition, and the 
identification of key trends, enabling a deeper 
and more efficient analysis of the respondents' 
insights. This integration of AI ensured greater 
precision in understanding students’ perspec‐
tives on sustainable development. 

Ethical considerations were prioritized 
throughout the study. Approval from the Uni-
versity President was obtained before the re-
search commenced, and an informed consent 
form was included in the Google Forms ques-
tionnaire. The collected data were analyzed us-
ing descriptive statistical tools, including fre-
quency, percentage, and weighted mean, along-
side AI-assisted analysis to provide a compre-
hensive overview of students’ knowledge and 

attitudes toward the SDGs. These methodolo-
gies helped to identify patterns and trends in 
the responses, offering a detailed understand-
ing of the students’ preparedness to incorpo‐
rate sustainable development principles in 
their future roles as leaders and administra-
tors. 

 
Result and Discussion 
Public Administration Students’ Knowledge 
on Sustainable Development Goals 

Table 1 provides a detailed overview of the 
knowledge levels of Public Administration stu-
dents regarding the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). This table serves as a foundation 
for understanding how well-informed students 
are about the key concepts and objectives of the 
SDGs, which play a crucial role in promoting 
sustainable development in various sectors. 
 

Table 1. Public Administration Students’ Knowledge on Sustainable Development Goals 
No. Indicator Statement Yes No 

1 
I am familiar with the term “Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).” 

191 
(98%) 

3 
(2%) 

2 
I understand that “Sustainability” refers to the ability to 
maintain something at a certain rate or level. 

190 
(98%) 

4 
(2%) 

3 
I am aware that the Sustainable Development Goals are 
aimed to be achieved by 2030. 

162 
(84%) 

32 
(16%) 

4 
Excessive use of natural resources is impacting the well-
being of future generations. 

189 
(97%) 

5 
(3%) 

5 
Achieving sustainable development requires everyone 
worldwide to have access to quality education. 

189 
(97%) 

5 
(3%) 

6 
Environmental protection, economic growth, and social 
equity are the essential pillars of a nation. 

191 
(98%) 

3 
(2%) 

7 Healthy oceans and seas are vital for our survival. 
193 

(99%) 
1 

(1%) 
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No. Indicator Statement Yes No 

8 
Increasing the use of renewable resources can help re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions. 

189 
(97%) 

5 
(3%) 

9 
Income inequality is a worldwide issue that needs global 
solutions. 

187 
(97%) 

7 
(3%) 

10 
Building strong relationships with different countries is 
essential for maintaining global peace. 

191 
(98%) 

3 
(2%) 

 
Table 1 shows that most public administra-

tion students are familiar with sustainable de-
velopment and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 191 (98%) students said they 
were familiar with the term “Sustainable Devel‐
opment Goals”, while only 3 (2%) were not. 
Most students also understood sustainability 
means maintaining something at a specific rate 
or level. 190 (98%) agreed with this statement, 
while 4 (2%) did not. Most students under-
stand that environmental protection, economic 
growth, and social equity are essential for a na-
tion. 191 (98%) students agreed, while only 3 
(2%) did not. Almost all of the students agree 
that healthy oceans are vital for survival. 

However, there is a lack of awareness re-
garding the 2030 target for achieving the SDGs. 
While 162 (84%) students knew this deadline, 
32 (16%) did not. This suggests that more edu-
cation and awareness-raising initiatives are 
needed to ensure that future public administra-
tors are fully informed about the urgency and 
timeline of the SDGs. 

The table also highlights the students' 
strong understanding of key sustainability con-
cepts, such as the impact of natural resource 
depletion on future generations, the im-
portance of global access to quality education, 
the role of renewable resources in mitigating 
climate change, and the need for international 
solutions to address income inequality and 
promote peace. This understanding is crucial 
for future public administrators who will play a 
vital role in implementing sustainable policies 
and practices. 

Table 1 highlights public administration 
students' strong awareness of sustainability 
concepts, 98% familiar with the SDGs, and  

understanding key principles like environmen-
tal protection and social equity, aligning with 
Shukla’s (2023) emphasis on education's role 
in fostering sustainable practices. However, the 
16% unaware of the 2030 SDG target under-
scores the need for more substantial educa-
tional efforts to convey urgency and timelines. 
Shukla’s (2023) call for training students to 
drive behavioral change and promote global 
partnerships aligns with the data, highlighting 
the importance of preparing future administra-
tors to implement sustainable policies effec-
tively. 

Azhar et al. (2022) found that over 80% of 
higher education students demonstrated ade-
quate sustainability knowledge, correlating 
with the findings in Table 1, where 98% of pub-
lic administration students were familiar with 
the SDGs and key sustainability principles. Both 
studies highlight a strong foundational under-
standing among students, emphasizing the crit-
ical role of education in fostering awareness 
and preparing them to address sustainability 
challenges. 

 
Public Administration Students’ Attitudes on 
Sustainable Development Goals 

Table 2 illustrates the attitudes of Public 
Administration students toward the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals (SDGs). This table high-
lights students' perspectives, beliefs, and over-
all disposition toward the principles and objec-
tives of the SDGs. Understanding their attitudes 
is essential in assessing their level of engage-
ment and potential contribution to promoting 
sustainable development initiatives within 
their future roles in governance and public ser-
vice. 
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Table 2. Public Administration Students’ Attitudes on Sustainable Development Goals 

No. Indicator Statement 
Mean 

(x̄) 

Standard 
Deviation 

(sd) 

Verbal 
Interpretation 

1 Reducing poverty and hunger worldwide is more 
important than increasing the economic welfare of 
industrialized nations. 

4.02 0.831 Agree 

2 I believe society should have access to the highest 
quality free basic health services. 

4.72 0.484 Strongly Agree 

3 I think raising awareness about the Sustainable 
Development Goals among university students is 
essential. 

4.76 0.474 Strongly Agree 

4 I feel that basic environmental courses should be 
included in our university curriculum. 

4.44 0.649 Strongly Agree 

5 I believe men and women should be treated 
equally in every aspect of life. 

4.79 0.576 Strongly Agree 

6 Rising global temperatures have contributed to in-
creased water scarcity. 

4.29 0.754 Strongly Agree 

7 I am concerned about environmental issues. 4.70 0.550 Strongly Agree 
8 People from diverse cultural backgrounds should 

be treated with equal respect. 
4.76 0.523 Strongly Agree 

9 I make an effort to conserve electricity at home. 4.31 0.730 Strongly Agree 
10 I try to minimize household waste by collecting 

materials for recycling. 
4.18 0.780 Agree 

11 Strong and resilient infrastructure is the founda-
tion of any successful community. 

4.35 0.717 Strongly Agree 

12 The government should prioritize sustainability 
more in its policy decisions. 

4.36 0.782 Strongly Agree 

13 Research and educational institutions should 
place a greater emphasis on sustainability in their 
activities and campaigns. 

4.55 0.601 Strongly Agree 

14 I believe that adopting a sustainable lifestyle will 
foster peace and justice around the world. 

4.59 0.622 Strongly Agree 

 
Table 2 shows that public administration 

students strongly agree with the importance of 
sustainability and social equity. For example, 
they believe society should have access to high-
quality free basic health services (x̄ = 4.72). 
They also strongly agree that men and women 
should be treated equally (x̄ = 4.79). Students 
are concerned about environmental issues (x̄ = 
4.70) and believe that basic environmental 
courses should be included in their curriculum 
(x̄ = 4.44). They also recognize the impact of cli-
mate change, agreeing that rising global tem-
peratures have contributed to water scarcity (x̄ 
= 4.29). 

Furthermore, students demonstrate a com-
mitment to sustainable practices, agreeing that 
they make an effort to conserve electricity (x̄ = 

4.31) and try to minimize household waste by 
recycling (x̄ = 4.18). They believe that strong 
and resilient infrastructure is key for thriving 
communities (x̄ = 4.35) and that governments 
should prioritize sustainability in policy deci-
sions (x̄ = 4.36). They also advocate for a 
greater emphasis on sustainability in research 
and educational institutions (x̄ = 4.55). 

These findings highlight the students' un-
derstanding of and support for sustainable de-
velopment principles and willingness to adopt 
sustainable practices. This suggests they will 
likely be receptive to and supportive of policies 
and initiatives to achieve the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. This is further supported by 
the previous finding that most students under-
stand that environmental protection, economic 
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growth, and social equity are essential for a na-
tion. 

Table 2 shows that public administration 
students strongly support sustainability and 
social equity, advocating for equal treatment, 
access to basic health services, and environ-
mental education, while demonstrating com-
mitment to sustainable practices such as con-
serving electricity and recycling. This aligns 
with Azhar et al. (2022), where 64% of higher 
education students agreed with sustainability 
principles, indicating a positive attitude toward 
sustainable development. These findings sug-
gest a strong readiness among students to sup-
port and implement policies aligned with the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 
Conclusion 

The study found that Public Administration 
students possess sound knowledge about the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
hold positive attitudes toward their implemen-
tation. They demonstrate awareness of key sus-
tainability concepts such as environmental 
protection, social equity, and economic growth. 
However, some gaps remain in their under-
standing of specific SDG targets, particularly 
the 2030 timeline, highlighting the need for en-
hanced curriculum integration and awareness 
initiatives. Overall, their favorable attitudes to-
ward sustainability and commitment to related 
practices indicate strong potential to promote 
sustainable governance in their future roles as 
public administrators. 

 
Recommendations 

To prepare these students as effective pub-
lic administrators, universities should strategi-
cally enhance their curriculum by embedding 
sustainability-focused courses beyond theoret-
ical understanding, fostering critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills essential for tack-
ling real-world sustainability challenges. Rais-
ing awareness of the urgency and timeline of 
achieving the SDGs will help students appreci-
ate the immediacy and importance of these 
global goals. 

Providing opportunities for hands-on com-
munity projects, internships, and advocacy ini-
tiatives will offer students valuable practical 

experience, enabling them to translate sustain-
ability concepts into actionable policies. These 
experiential learning opportunities also 
strengthen their ability to engage with stake-
holders, develop collaborative strategies, and 
respond to community needs effectively. 

Furthermore, universities can lead by ex-
ample by integrating sustainable practices into 
their operations such as energy conservation, 
waste reduction, and green campus initiatives 
demonstrating a commitment to their teaching 
principles. Such efforts create a living labora-
tory for students to observe and participate in 
sustainable governance firsthand. These 
measures will empower students to become 
proactive leaders, ready to implement sustain-
able policies, advocate for environmental and 
social equity, and drive meaningful progress in 
their future governance roles. 

 
Acknowledgement 

The author extends her heartfelt gratitude 
to Palawan State University for this study's un-
wavering support and approval. Your encour-
agement and commitment to academic excel-
lence have been instrumental in completing 
this research. 
 
References 
Adling, N. M. J., & Malinao, R. J. L. (n.d.). 

Knowledge, attitudes, and practices of Fil-
ipino BSIT in Food Technology students 
toward food hygiene and sanitation. Inter-
national Journal of Multidisciplinary: Ap-
plied Business and Education Research. 
https://doi.org/10.11594/ijma-
ber.03.10.04 

Afroz, N. N., & Ilham, N. Z. (2020). Assessment 
of knowledge, attitude and practice of uni-
versity students towards Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs). The Journal of In-
donesia Sustainable Development Plan-
ning, 1(1), 31–44. 
https://doi.org/10.46456/jisdep.v1i1.12 

Ajzen, I. (1991). The theory of planned behav-
ior. Organizational Behavior and Human 
Decision Processes, 50(2), 179–211. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/0749-
5978(91)90020-T 

https://doi.org/10.11594/ijmaber.03.10.04
https://doi.org/10.11594/ijmaber.03.10.04
https://doi.org/10.46456/jisdep.v1i1.12
https://doi.org/10.1016/0749-5978(91)90020-T
https://doi.org/10.1016/0749-5978(91)90020-T


LMB Era, 2026 / Knowledge and Attitude of Public Administration Students Towards Sustainable Development Goals 

 

    
 IJMABER 3268 Volume 7 | Number 8 | August | 2026 

Al Husban, W. (2025). The impact of integrating 
Sustainable Development Goals on stu-
dents’ awareness and pro-environmental 
behavior: A case study of Jordan. Sustain-
ability, 17, 1640. 

Aquino, K. G. G., Rufino, M. C. A., Paguirigan, E. 
S., & Cruz-Vidal, M. J. D. L. (2023). 
Knowledge, attitude, and practices of Eng-
lish teachers in utilizing integrative per-
formance tasks in English. International 
Journal of Multidisciplinary: Applied Busi-
ness and Education Research. 
https://doi.org/10.11594/ijma-
ber.04.07.09 

Azhar, S. N. F. S., Akib, N. A. M., Sibly, S., & Mohd, 
S. (2022). Students’ attitude and percep‐
tion towards sustainability: The case of 
Universiti Sains Malaysia. Sustainability, 
14(7), 3925. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su14073925 

Dela Cruz, J. M., Orfanel-Fabon, E., Gatpo, M., 
Mativo, C., & Malang, B. (2022). 
Knowledge and attitudes towards mental 
health conditions among pharmacy in-
terns of specialized hospital. International 
Journal of Multidisciplinary: Applied Busi-
ness and Education Research. 
https://doi.org/10.11594/ijma-
ber.04.12.27 

Elamin, N. E. A. (2025). Assessing knowledge of 
Sustainable Development Goals among di-
verse students: A case study of Al Qasimia 
University. Sustainability, 17, 1055. 

Filho, W. L., Sierra, J., Price, E., Eustachio, J. H. P. 
P., Novikau, A., Kirrane, M., Dinis, M. A. P., 
& Salvia, A. L. (2024). The role of universi-
ties in accelerating the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals in Europe. Scientific Re-
ports, 14, 15464.  
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-
65820-9 

Leal Filho, W., Eustachio, J. H. P. P., Caldana, A. 
C. F., Will, M., Salvia, A. L., Rampasso, I. S., 
Anholon, R., Platje, J., & Kovaleva, M. 
(2020). Sustainability leadership in 
higher education institutions: An over-
view of challenges. Sustainability, 12(9), 
3761. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12093761 

Leuenberger, D. Z. (2006). Sustainable develop-
ment in public administration. Public Ad-
ministration Review, 66, 629–637. 

Maoela, M. A., Chapungu, L., & Nhamo, G. 
(2024). Students’ awareness, knowledge, 
and attitudes towards the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals at the University of 
South Africa. International Journal of Sus-
tainability in Higher Education, 25, 455–
473. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJSHE-11-
2023-0518 

Maruna, M. (2019). Toward the integration of 
SDGs in higher planning education: In-
sights from integrated urbanism study 
program in Belgrade. Sustainability, 11, 
4519. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11174519 

Meuleman, L. (2021). Public administration 
and governance for the SDGs: Navigating 
between change and stability. Sustainabil-
ity, 13, 10738. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su131910738 

Novieastari, E., Pujasari, H., Rahman, L. O. A., & 
Sitorus, R. J. (2022). Knowledge, percep-
tion, and awareness about Sustainable De-
velopment Goals among students of a pub-
lic university in Indonesia. International 
Journal of Health Promotion and Educa-
tion, 60, 195–203. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14635240.202
2.2066557 

Nyutu, E., Cobern, W. W., & Pleasants, B. A. 
(2020). Correlational Study of Student 
Perceptions of their Undergraduate La-
boratory Environment with respect to 
Gender and Major. International Journal 
of Education in Mathematics Science and 
Technology, 9(1), 83–102. 
https://doi.org/10.46328/ijemst.1182  

Rangarajan, N., & Joshi, S. (2018). Sustainability 
education in public administration and 
policy: A multi-method study of NASPAA 
accredited programs. Journal of Public Af-
fairs Education, 24, 362–384. 

Sachs, J. D. (2015). The age of sustainable devel-
opment. Columbia University Press. 

Shafritz, J., Russell, E. W., Borick, C., & Hyde, A. 
(2016). Introducing public administration. 
Routledge. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/978131561943
9 

https://doi.org/10.11594/ijmaber.04.07.09
https://doi.org/10.11594/ijmaber.04.07.09
https://doi.org/10.3390/su14073925
https://doi.org/10.11594/ijmaber.04.12.27
https://doi.org/10.11594/ijmaber.04.12.27
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-65820-9
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-65820-9
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12093761
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJSHE-11-2023-0518
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJSHE-11-2023-0518
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11174519
https://doi.org/10.3390/su131910738
https://doi.org/10.1080/14635240.2022.2066557
https://doi.org/10.1080/14635240.2022.2066557
https://doi.org/10.46328/ijemst.1182
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315619439
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315619439


LMB Era, 2026 / Knowledge and Attitude of Public Administration Students Towards Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 
IJMABER  3269 Volume 7 | Number 8 | August | 2026 

Shukla, M. (2023). Sustainable Development 
Goals-17: Role of educational institutions. 
Journal of Research in Humanities and So-
cial Science, 11(1), 299–303. 
https://www.questjour-
nals.org/jrhss/papers/vol11-is-
sue1/1101299303.pdf 

Sianes, A. (2021). Academic research on the 
2030 Agenda: Challenges of a transdisci-
plinary field of study. Sustainability, 13, 
12151. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su132112151 

Smaniotto, C., Battistella, C., Brunelli, L., Rada, 
E. C., Agodi, A., Auxilia, F., Baccolini, V., Ge-
latti, U., Odone, A., Prato, R., Tardivo, S., 
Voglino, G., Valent, F., Balzarini, F., Bar-
chitta, M., Carli, A., Castelli, F., Coppola, C., 
Iannelli, G., & Milazzo, M. (2020). Sustain-
able Development Goals and 2030 
Agenda: Awareness, knowledge, and atti-
tudes in nine Italian universities. Interna-
tional Journal of Environmental Research 
and Public Health, 17, 8968. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph1723896
8 

Sterling, S. (2011). Transformative learning 
and sustainability: Sketching the concep-
tual ground. Learning and Teaching in 
Higher Education. 

Sweileh, W. M. (2020). Bibliometric analysis of 
scientific publications on “Sustainable De‐
velopment Goals” with emphasis on “Good 
Health and Well-being” goal (2015–2019). 
Globalization and Health, 16, 68. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-020-
00602-2 

Tilbury, D. (2011). Education for sustainable de-
velopment: An expert review of processes 
and learning. UNESCO. 
https://www.un.org 

UNESCO. (2017). Global education monitoring 
report 2017/8: Target 4.7 – Sustainable de-
velopment and global citizenship. 
https://gem-report-
2017.unesco.org/en/chapter/target-4-7-
sustainable-development-and-global-citi-
zenship-2/ 

United Nations. (2015). Transforming our 
world: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda 

Zamora‐Polo, F., Sánchez‐Martín, J., Serrano, M. 
C., & Corrales‐Serrano, M. (2019). What do 
university students know about Sustaina-
ble Development Goals? A realistic ap-
proach to the reception of this UN pro-
gram amongst the youth population. Sus-
tainability, 11, 5730. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11205730

 
 

 

https://www.questjournals.org/jrhss/papers/vol11-issue1/1101299303.pdf
https://www.questjournals.org/jrhss/papers/vol11-issue1/1101299303.pdf
https://www.questjournals.org/jrhss/papers/vol11-issue1/1101299303.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3390/su132112151
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph17238968
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph17238968
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-020-00602-2
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-020-00602-2
https://www.un.org/
https://gem-report-2017.unesco.org/en/chapter/target-4-7-sustainable-development-and-global-citizenship-2/
https://gem-report-2017.unesco.org/en/chapter/target-4-7-sustainable-development-and-global-citizenship-2/
https://gem-report-2017.unesco.org/en/chapter/target-4-7-sustainable-development-and-global-citizenship-2/
https://gem-report-2017.unesco.org/en/chapter/target-4-7-sustainable-development-and-global-citizenship-2/
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://doi.org/10.3390/su11205730

